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sl ew i TemcH= fmm L MISSIONOF THE'

N PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF BANGLADESH
__~NEW DELHI
i § : ' 1oth January 1972
Your Excellencies and friends, 2 P

For me this is a most gratifying mo'nent. I decided
to stop over in this historic capital of your great country,
on my way to Bangladesh, for this is the least ; could 46 to
pay a personal tribute to the best friend of my people - thé

+ people of India and to your Government under the leadarShip‘
‘ée'of your magnificient Prime Minister Mrs. Indira Gandhi who
is not only a leader of men, but also of mankind. You all’

have worked so untiringly and sacrificed so gallantly in

making this journey possible.

This journey is a journey from darkness to light,

from captivity to freedom, from desolation to hope. I am
at last going back to Sonar Bangla, the land of my dreams,
after a period of nine months. In these nine months ﬁy
people have traversed centuries., when I was taken away

] from my people, they wept, when 1 was held in captivity
they fought, and now when I go back to them they are victorious.
I go back to the sun shine of théit million victorious smiles.
I go back now to a free, independent and sovereign Bangladesh.
I go back to join my people in the tremendous tasks that now
lie -ahead, in turning our victory into the road of peace,

progress and prosperity.
I go back, not with any hatred in my heart for anyone,
but with the satisfaction that truth has at last triumphed
; o
over falsehood, sanity over insanity, courage over cowardice,
justice over injustice and good over evil.

'f,_ .' .:;- i “/ A / ":.-
f‘z ‘-}f ; -;_:A Joy Bangla - Jai Hind
el S Faion A -——
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Headliners

g 3hutto Apologizes

§ "In the namo of the last prophet, I say to%a (sorry) to

wn." With these words, Prime Minister Zulliker All Bhutto

{  Puxistan last week asked forgiveness from the Bengali

wople for atrocities committad by the Pakistani Army

uring the Bangladosh struggle for independence. Mr. Bhut-

o amved in Banpladesh to seek reconcilistion between
is country and i(s severed province.

Though he had been jeersd by demonstrators as
“Murderer Bhutto” earlier, he blamed the army's actions
on the military regime his Government replaced. “Do not
tquale bs with those who ruled over us and you," he said,
m 4 speech that moved many 1o tears. “We share your prief
and sorrow, condnle with you and lament the Josses.” *
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Ford Library, National Security Adviser, NSC Files, Memoranda of Conversations,
Ford Administration, Box 6, October-December 1974. Secret; Nodis. Secretary of
State ROGERS had recommended inviting Mujib the previous June, but Kissinger
and Scowcroft delayed until after Pakistani President Zulfigar Ali Bhutto’s meeting
with Nixon that September. (National Archives, Nixon Presidential Materials, NSC
Files, Box 591, Country Files, Middle East, Bangladesh, Volume 1) Prime Minister
Mujibur Rahman and President Gerald Ford discussed U.S.-Bangladeshi relations.
TSR SR 573 Y2 2IREE T, &% e, ¢ e 208
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vy f5% 2 5121 Bhutto Regrets ‘Crimes’ in Bangladesh By Kasturi Rangan Special
to The New York Times, June 29, 1974; W f&® 25 513w BHUTTO TALKING WITH
BANGLADESH, June 28, 1974
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Registered No. DA-1.

Bangladesh Gazette

Extraordinary
Published by Authority

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 3, 1972

GOVERNMENT OF THE PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF BANGLADESH
MINISTRY OF LAW AND PARLIAMENTARY AFFAIRS
(Law Division)

NOTIFICATION

No. 212-Pub.—S8th March, 1972—The following Order made by the
President, on the advice of the Prime Minister, of the People’s Republic of
Bangladesh on the 7th March, 1972, is hereby publisbed for general! informa~
tion:—

GOVERNMENT OF THE PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF BANGLADESH

MINISTRY OF LAW AND PARLIAMENTARY AFFAIRS

(Law Division)
President’s Order No. 21 of 1972.
THE JATIYA RAKKXHI BAHINI ORDER, 1972.

WHEREAS it is expedient to provide for the Constitution of Jatiya Rakkhi
Babini and matters ancillary thereto;

Now, THEREBFORE, in pursuance of thc Proclamation of Independence of
Bangladesh, read with the Provisional Constitution of Bangladesh Order, 1972,
and in exercise of all powers enabling him in that behalf, the President is pleased
tw make tho following Order-—

1. (1) This Order may be called the Jatiya Rakkii Bahini Order, 1972.
(2) It extends to the whole of Bangladesh.

(3) Tt shall come into force at once and shall be deemed to have taken
effect on the first day of Febroary, 1972,
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—

2. In tms Order, uness there is anything repognant in. the subject ar
context,—
(a) “Bahini” means the Jatiya Rakkhi Bahini constitnted under this Order;
()] Cgfmg;n&dhu:ﬁ Officer” means an officer commanding a unit or a body
(c) “Director” means the Director of the Bahini appointed under Articlo S;
(d) “Government” means the Government of the People’s Republic of
Bangladesh;
(e) “Officer” means a superior officer or a subordinate officer:
(f) “prescribed” means prescribed by roles made under this Order;
(g) “Rakkhi” means & member of the Bahini other than an officer;
(h) “subordinate officer” means such officer as may be prescribed;
(1) “superior officer” means the Director and such other officer as may be
prescribed;
(j) “unit” means & unit of the Babini.

3. Every person appointed or enrolled under this Order shall be subject to
this Order wherever he may be and shall remain so subject until his discharge in
accordance with the provisions of this Order.

4. (1) Thers shall be raised and maintained in accordance with the provisions
of this Crder a Bahini to be called the Jatiya Rakkhi Bahini.

(2) The Bakhini shall consist of such number and classes of officers and
Rakkhis and shall be constituted in such manner as the Government may from
time to time direct.

5. (I) The Governinent siall appoint a Director of the Bahini and may
appoint such ather officers as it may deem fit.

(2) The Director and the other officers shall be appointed in such manner, for
such period and on such terms and conditions 2s may be prescribed.

(3) The Director and the other officers shall possess, and may exercise, such
powers and authority over their subordinate officers and the Rakkhis for the time
belng under their command as {s provided by or uader this Order.

6. The Rukkhis shall be enrolled in such manner. for such period and on
such terms and conditions as may be prescribed.

7. The superintendence of the Bahini shall vest in the Goverament and ths
Bahini shail be administered, commanded and controlled by the Director in
accordance with the provisions of this Order and any rules made thereunder and
such orders and instructions as may be made or issued by the Government from
time to time.

8. (1) The Bahini shall be employed for the purpose of assisting the civil
authority iu the maimtenance of internat security when required by such authority
as may, be prescribed.
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(2) The Bahini shall render assistance to the Armed Forces when called upon
by the Government to do so in such circamstances and in such manner as may be
prescribed.

(3) The Bahini shall perform such other tunctions as the Government may
direct,

9. 1t shall be the duty of cvery officer or Rakkhi promptly to obey and
execute all orders and warrants Jawfully issued to him by any competent authority
and to apprehend all persons whom he is legally authorised to apprehend and for
whose apprehension sufficient grounds exist and deliver such persons to the custody
of the police.

10. Every person subject to ihis Order shall be entitled to reccive his dis-
charge from the Bahini on the expiration of the period for whick he was appainted
or enrolled and may, before the expiration of that period, be discharged from the
Bahini by the Government, Director or such other oficer and subject to such
conditions as may be prescribed.

11. (f) Subject to such rales as the Government may make under this
Order, the Director may, at any time, award any one or more of the following
ponishments to any subordinate officer or Rakkhi whom he finds to be guilty of
disobedience, neglect of duty or remissness in the discharge of any duty, or of
rendering himself unfit to discharge his duty, or of other misconduct in his capacity
as a subordinate officer or Rakkhi, namely:—

(¢) dismissal from service;

(4) removal from. service,

{¢) compulsory retirement;

{d) reduction in rank or grade;

(e) stoppage of promotion;

(fy forfeiture of seniorty for not more than one year;

(8} forfeiture of pay and atlowances for not exceeding twenty-eight days;

(k) forfeiture of increment in pay;

() fine to any amount not exceeding one month's pay,

{j) confinement to quarter-guard for a term not exceeding twenty-eight days;
(k) severe reprimand;

(@), reprimand,

(m) extra guard, picquets, patrol or fatigue;

(n) confinement to Lines fof a term not exceeding one month, with or with-

out drill, extra guard, fatigue or other duty.

(2) The Director may place under suspension any subordinate officer or
Rakkhi against whom action under clause () is required to be taken or against
whom any investigation or inquiry is required to be made.

(3) Notwithstanding anything contained in clause (J), no subordinate officer
or Rakkhi shall be awarded any punishment under this Article unless he bas been
given an opportunity of being heard.

(4) Any subordinate officer or Rakkhi aggricved by any action taken under
sub-clauses {a) to (i) of clause (I) may prefer an appeal to the prescribed
authority in the prescribed manner.
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12. Any persen subject to this Order who descits or attempts to desert the
Babini shall be punishable with imprisonment for a term which may extend to
scven years, or with fine, or with both.

13. Whenever any person subject to this Order deserts, his Commanding
Officer shall give written information of the desertion 10 such civil authorities es
ie his ogmjon may be able to afford assistance towards the capture of the deserter
and such authorities shall thereupon take sb:gs for apprehension of the said deserter
in like manner as if he were a person for whose apprehension a warrant had been
issucd by a Magistrate, and shall deliver the deserter, when apprehended, to tbe
custody of the Bahini.

i4. No person subject to this Order shall be at Liberty to resign his appoint-
ment or to withdraw himself from all or any of the duties of his appointment,
without the sanction of the Commanding Officer with whom he is serving or of
some other officer authorised by the Commanding Officer to grant such sanction.

15.  Any person subject to this Order who is guilty of any violation of duty
or wilful breach or neglect of any rule or lawful order made by any competent
authority, or who resigns his appointment or withdraws himself from 2ll or any
of the duties of his appointment i coatravention of the provision of Article 14,
or who, being absent on leave, fails, without rcasonable cause, to report himseif
for duty on the expiratian of such leave, or who is guilty of cowardice, shali be
punishable with imprisonment for a term which may extend ta one year, or with
fine which may extend to five hundred rupees, or with both.

16. The Director may delegate, to such extent and in respect of such subor-
dipate officer or Rakkhi as he may think fit, the pawers conferred upon him by
any provision of this Order to any superior officer.

17. (I) The Government may, by notification in e officjal Gazette, make
rules for carrying out the purposes of this Order.
(2) In particular, and without prejudice to the generulity of the foregoing
power, such rules may—
(a) prescribe the period for which and the manper in which persons may

be appointed as officers or enrolted as Rakkhis;

(b) prescribe the training of officers and Rakkhis;

(c) prescribe the discharge of officers and Rakkhis;

(d) prescribe the terms and conditions of service of officers and Rakkhis;

(e) regulate the powers and fupctions of the Director and other officers;

() regulate the classes of officers and Rakkhis;

(g) provide far any other matter necessary for the constitution, maintenance,
administration, command, control and discipline of the Bahini and
for carrying the provisions of this Order tnto cffect.

Dacca; ABU SAYEED CHOWDHURY

The 7th March, 1972. President of the
People’s Republic of Bangladesh

AZIMUDDIN AHMAD
Deputy Secretary.

Printed ;nd Published by Md. Harmuz Hossain, Officer ap Special Duty, Estabiichment
Division, In-charge, Bangladesh Government Press, Daccs.
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