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ST 37 S1F7 : “The coup seems to have taken Moscow by surprise.
The day before, one of the USSR's South Asian "experts" in Moscow
had said he thought Mujib had a good chance of ridding the Bengali
government of its administrative chaos and corruption because Mujib
enjoyed broad popular support, especially among younger cadres. The
day of the coup, Soviet officials in Dacca were busily scurrying about
town trying to find out about the origins of the coup and the orientation
of the new regime.’
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. 3AME S : The Soviet who heads the Pakistan-Bangladesh section at
the Oriental Studies Institute recently told a westem official that the
coup was result of a personal vendetta between Mujib and the coup
leaders (this was indeed one of the causes of the coup) and that there
was no significant external involvement.
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