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PROCLAMATION OF INDEPENDENCE ORDER,
dated April 10, 1971: TEXT OF PROCLAMATION
Press report on April 18, 1971

Mujeeb Nagar (Bangla Desh)

The proclamation of independence order, which was issued on April 10
shall he deemed to have come into effect from March 26, 197 L The text
is as follows:

"The proclamation of independence order, dated 10th day of April
1971".

"Whereas free elections were held in Bangla Desh from 7th December,
1970 to 17th January 1971, to elect representatives for the purpose of
framing a Constitution, and

"whereas at these elections the people of Bangla Desh elected 167 out of
169 representatives belonging to the Awami League, and whereas Gen.
Yahya Khan summoned the elected representatives of the people to meet
on the 3rd March, 1971, for the purpose of framing a constitution, and

"whereas the Assembly so summoned was arbitrarily and illegally
postponed for indefinite period, and

"whereas instead of fulfilling their promise and while still conferring
with the representatives of people of Bangla Desh, Pakistan authorities
declared an unjust and treacherous war, and

"Whereas in the facts and circumstances of such treacherous conduct
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, the undisputed leader of 75
millions of people of Bangla Desh, in due fulfilment of the legitimate
right of self-determination of the people of Bangla Desh, duly made
declaration of independence at Dhaka on March 26, 1971; and integrity
of Bangla Desh, and

Whereas in the conduct of a ruthless and savage war the Pakistani
authorities committed and are still committing numerous acts of
genocide and unprecedented tortures, amongst others on the civilian and
unarmed people of Bangla Desh, and

"Whereas the Pakistan Government by levying an unjust war and
committing genocide and by other repressive measures made it
impossible for the elected representatives of the people of Bangla Desh



to meet and frame a Constitution, and give to themselves a government
and

"Whereas the people of Bangla Desh by their heroism, bravery and
revolutionary fervour have established effective control over the
territories of Bangla Desh,

We the elected representatives of the people of Bangla Desh, as honour
hound by the mandate given to us by the people of Bangla Desh whose
will is supreme duly constituted ourselves into a Constituent Assembly,
and having held mutual consultations, and in order to ensure for the
people of Bangla Desh equality, human dignity and social justice,
-Declare and constitute Bangla Desh to be sovereign people's Republic
and thereby confirm the declaration of independence already made by
Banga Bandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, and

"Do hereby confirm and resolve that till such time as a constitution is
framed, Banga Bandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman shall be the President of
the Republic and that Syed Nazrul Islam shall be the Vice-President of
the Republic and that the President, shall be the Supreme commander of
all the armed forces of the Republic, shall exercise all the executive and
legislative powers of the Republic including the power to grant pardon,
shall have the power to appoint a Prime Minister and such other
Ministers as he considers necessary, shall have the power to levy taxes
and expend monies, shall have the power to summon and adjourn the
constituent Assembly, and do all other things that may be necessary to
give to the people of Bangla Desh an orderly and just government.

"We the elected representatives of the people of Banga Desh do further
resolve that in the event of there being no President or the President
being unable to enter upon his office or being unable to exercise his
powers and duties due to any reason whatsoever, the Vice-president shall
have and exercise all the powers, duties and responsibilities herein
conferred on the President,

"We further resolve that we undertake to observe and give effect to all
duties and obligations devolved upon us a member of the family of
nations and by the Charter of the United Nations, we further resolve that
this proclamation of independence shall be deemed to have come into
effect since 26th day of March, 1971.

"We further resolve that to give effect to this our resolution, we

authorise and appoint Prof. M. Yusuf Ali, our duly constituted potentiary
to give to the President and Vice-President oaths of office".

(THE SUNDAY STANDARD-April 18, 1971.)
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#faf*8 & | Back to main text

“Pakistan’s President Yahya Khan visited Nixon in Oct. (1970)... I took the
opportunity to ask Yahya what would happen to powers of the President after
election. Yahya could not have been more confident. He expected a multiplicity
of the parties to emerge in both West and East Pakistan, which would continually
fight each other in each wing of the country and between the two wings; the
President would therefore remain the arbiter of Pakistan’s politics.” - Henry
Kissinger: The White House Years, p. 850. Back to main text

“The election results had placed the President on the horns of a dillemma. The
scheme of things he had worked in his mind, with the aid and advice of his
advisors, had been shattered. He had to make a fresh plan.” - Major General (Rtd)
Fazal Muqueem Khan: Pakistan’s Crisis in Leadership, p. 47. Back to main text

“To meet serious internal security contingencies a plan named “Blitz” was drawn

up as far as back December 1970 and instructions were issued to formation
headquarters.” - Ibid; p. 53. Back to main text
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the military action that they first fled from the cities... into the rural sanctuaries
and then crossed the border. That was how the endless refugee exodus got
underway. But for the refugee exodus, situation in East Pakistan would have
remained localised and controlled.” Brigadier (Rtd) A. R. Siddiqui, RlISED]
ATF &FI*S Defence Journal, Vol IIL. No 12, 1977, p. 2. Back to main text

q.  “By April 10, when according to original estimate of the forces commander Gen.
Tikka Khan, the entire province would have been fully normalised, a warlike
situation had actually come into evidence. The province had turned into a theatre
of war and its various districts into so many battle Zones. The army in hot pursuit
of EBR and EPR deserters, spread all over the province.... The moment the bulk
of the deserters (miscreants!) were chased out of East Pakistan the commanders
appeared to have been led into dangerous belief that the battle has already been
won.... The CGS General Gul Hasan after his visit to East Pakistan in second
week praised the boys “for wonderful performance’ and appraised that everything
‘under full control and going according to the plan’.” (3,2{ .\9) | Back to main
text
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Bangladesh Documents, Vol. 1, p. 510. Back to main text
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“President Yahya’s new plan will have these major effects: (1) Abandonment of
any effort to have the National Assembly draft the Constitution that was to be its
first major task and assignment of that job to a committee of experts instead. This
will effectively wipe out the results of the December elections... (2) Advance
warning that the constitutional experts must provide a strong central government.
This will assure that East Bengal’s economy and government will remain under
control of west Pakistan, 1000 miles away. (3) Indefinite extension on the ban that
was imposed on the A.L. ... on March 25, the night the army shot and burned its
way into control of Dhaka. But individual Awami Leaguers who did not partake of
what the army calls ‘anti-state activities’ may still take any offices to which they
were elected-in effect, a call for any collaborationists among the Bengalis to step
forward ... (4) Use of by-elections to put men acceptable to the army in the seats
of the autonomists and any uncooperative or dead Awami Leaguers ...” " Baltimore
Sun, June 30, 1971, (Congressional Record, July 8, ’71, p. 24039). Back to main
text
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Liberation, 31' . @Y» | Back to main text

fhrei= oA AP “We would take a grave view of an unprovoked
Chinese attack on India”-The White House Years, 9. %0 | Back to main text
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text

“As Pakistani army was not familiar with anti-insurgency warfare, their only response to
guerrilla attack was to burn down the surrounding localities and thus create more refugees
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and add fuel to the state of turmoil.”-Clare Hollingworth, Daily Telegraph, 6th July,
>71. Back to main text

. (SHIE, 7. @7, A9, OF@ ATFIFH, 02 AfPF, 55991 Back to main

text
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BIZI,” A9 GETIR, *ad | Back to main text

SAfGMIB 9 ®8A71 Back to main text

“HQ CMLA seems to have directed the Eastern Command not to allow the rebels
to capture any chunk of territory. There was the danger, perhaps, of India, at once
recognising it as a Bangladesh State .... In order to carry out this role, formations
and units soon got dispersed in vast areas and on small penny pockets on the
borders.”-Maj. General (Rtd.) Fazal Muqueem Khan: Pakistan’s Crisis in
Leadership; p. 119-120. Back to main text
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Lq RS 6T SR @A TS FCE: “You let Bangladesh down since you
did not allow your troops to move in immediately after the crack-down.” ©&CJ
RIFAE 9o, “If such was your expectation, then all I can say that you were
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“Kissinger convened the SRG (Senior Review Group) meeting (on March 6 °71),
attended by senior representatives from State, Defence and CIA, to review US
options in face of mounting tensions between the two West Pakistani leaders,
Yahya Khan and Zulfikar Ali Bhutto, and the East Pakistani leader Mujibur
Rahman (Mujib). At this first SRG meeting on South Asia, Under-Secretary of
State for Political Affairs Alexis Johnson expressed the State Department view
that the crisis was neither an issue between the major powers nor a matter of US-
Indian confrontation. The Soviets, Indians and Americans, Johnson asserted, all
considered that their interests were served by continuation of a united Pakistan,
Johnson suggested that one option for the US was to try to discourage President
Yahya Khan from using force in East Pakistan against Mujib and Awami League
followers. But he did not press the point after Kissinger cautioned SRG members
to keep in mind President Nixon’s “special relationship” with Yahya a
relationship that surprised and perplexed the participants. The President, he said,
would be reluctant to suggest that Yahya exercise restraint in East Pakistan....
Following this cautionary note and further discussion at various alternatives, the
SRG members concluded that “massive inaction” was the best policy for the
US”_Christopher Van Hollen, “Tilt Policy Revisited: Nixon-Kissinger

Geopolitics and South Asia.” (Asian Survey, April, 1980, p. 340-1).9519 (XCT Q
XY NFEN ATFIER (@S AiATSS GBI 9I) 56 7 <G li6y @ wiwwet
@RI MIRICg Y@ et Back to main text

“The scope of Pakistan Army’s military problem can be seen in comparison of
Vietnam. There a million man South Vietnamese army plus American troops and
massive fire-power must try to control a population of 17 million, many basically
sympathetic to the Government. Here only 60,000 West Pakistani troops are
trying to control a thoroughly hostile population of 75 million. East Pakistan,
moreover, is surrounded on three sides by India, which is giving sanctuaries and
supplies to the guerrillas. The Pakistan army’s supply routes from West Pakistan
to the East must circumvent by sea and air, 1200 miles of India. Of course, the
Mukti Bahini is not Viet-Cong. For one thing the guerrillas are not communists.
For another they are not-or not yet-very effective fighters. They have been at it
for less than four months.” The Wall Street Journal, July 27, °71. Back to main
text

“At the sub-committee hearing Deputy Assistant Secretary of State Van Hollen

justified the decision to continue economic aid to Pakistan and to maintain the
validity of the military export licences on the ground that to do otherwise in a



Qv

q8

¢

R\

situation of ‘civil strife’ in East Pakistan would be seen as sanctions and intrusion
into internal problem.” New York Times, June 29, ’71. Back to main text
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“Two jet liners, leased from an American company, have been integrated into the

Pakistan International Airlines’ fleet, which Pakistan’s central government has
been using to move troops and material in and out of its strife-torm province of
Bengal, it was learned from official sources. The planes, both Boeing-707s are
under lease from World Airways.... The lease was arranged with the knowledge
and explicit authorisation of the State Department, the Commerce Department
and Civil Aeronautics Board (of USA).... World Airways, based on Oakland,
Calif, is under contract to U.S. military Airlift Command, and is a prime charter
carrier of American to and from Vietnam.” International Herald Tribune, 20th
August, '71. Back to main text

B2 BIZ,” QO TEIR, Q) | 4 RITT TCHIS AF WG STataId AT 22 I |
b2 SNCD LB AR ORGSR’ AP ACHF MIAMATOR efotand
W‘@f: : “Moscow has been even more disturbed than Delhi by reports reaching
here that Washington has assigned to Dacca, a Mr. Robert Jackson, a counter-
insurgency-expert with wide experience in Vietnam. This suggests to Moscow
that Washington is now heading towards the Vietnamisation of East Bengal
conflict. Whether or not Mr. Jackson will be anymore successful in East Bengal
than in Vietnam, Moscow believes this move foreshadows a prolonged conflict in
East Bengal in which China might be tempted to join America in playing a bigger
physical role.” Back to main text

TEAE AT NS Ma7e &y @ 776 i @R afevm st o=
W4T OB =0T Caregie Endowment for International Peace’ | fA27e t@wifsis

“{f@<T Foreign Policy GTAaE &I 1 59 I ARG =J07 [T MRS
e oo @Ity JSAE TP GLOR Il TG Ty S Q0 FNCH FIoN
TCIETTT AT ©ng FHI NG R | 9 SR > qd-97 IO A7t Gige A
A wEre, ey, (eIl mered, (FTeTs e fareer wifam,
USAID -93 “Sif$p7 519 AR GTeefs” 2fgfs Meotdtad 3 A< Ang SReie
A1 @ RIS MR T | (1T #fe STy wweed Rl awife =l | /g @ 71
A ¢ [IFe--Ti@ [ FIie=i@ &< Lawrence Lifschultz -4 2870 &
GRS WW “What the Carnegie papers made unequivocally clear
beyond a doubt is that secret contacts were made with a faction of Bangladesh
Provisional Government, in the hope of splitting the independence movement and
arriving at a settlement short of independence. According to Camegie interview
with an American DOS (Department of State) official, the contacts were first

began in June, 1971.” Lifschultz: Bangladesh: The Unfinished Revolution, p.
163. Back to main text
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Henry Kissinger: The White House Years, p. §69. Back to main text

“Chou insisted that China would not be indifferent if India attacked Pakistan. He
even asked me to convey this expression of Chinese support to Yahya a gesture
intended for Washington since Peking had an Ambassador in Islamabad and quite
capable of delivering messages. I replied that... we would strongly oppose any
Indian military action.” Henry Kissinger: The White House Year, p. 862. Back
to main text
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“The Razakars... should be specially helpful as mimbers of rural communities,
who can identify guerrillas,” an army officer said.... The Government says it has
already recruited more than 22,000 Razakars of a planned force of 35,000. New
York Times, 30th July, *71. Back to main text

“To help control of Bengali population, the army has been setting up a net-work
of peace committees superimposed upon the normal civil administration, which
the army cannot fully rely upon. Peace committee members are drown from...
Beharis and from the Muslim Leagues and Jamat-e-Islami. The peace committees
serve as the agent of the army, informing on civil administration as well as on
general populace. They are also in charge of confiscating and redistribution of
shops and lands from Hindu and pro-independence Bengali. The peace committee
also recruits Razakars... many of them are common criminals who have thrown
their lots with the army.” The Wall Street Journal, July 27, 1971. Back to main
text

As the guerrillas get better, the temptation for Pak military to take out the Indian
bases could become irresistible... (which) world certainly mean war.... In Pakistan
there is tempting and perhaps more rational idea that war would probably bring
about the intervention of the great powers and policing of East Pakistan border by
the United Nations, who would keep the Mukti Bahini out.”_Colin Smith in 7he
Observer, August 8, *71. Back to main text
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Henry Kissinger: The White House Years, p. 8§66. Back to main text

©. 91, @9, OFIB ATFRIT, b3 Gfee, 55991 Back to main text
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AN ITFK 92 §fece “Tantamount to dictating Pakistan™ JCeT SfefXe
F@ - Daily Telegraph, > =175, 35951 Back to main text
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SIS (AT ALZI Ny TITD FZAINSIF 71 fmysiie feeT (Victor Marchetti
and John D. Marks: The CIA and the cult of latilligence, 9. @-9 B39) G 93
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A N BIZTT “ifasl {553 W@y FC: “The treaty amounts to be

deliberate move to create a situation in which India may feel free to attack
Pakistan with the assurance that Soviet commitment to aid India would provide a
deterrent to Chinese intervention on our behalf.”-The Times (London), 12 August,
71 W ©| Back to main text

The Guardian, August 16, °71. Back to main text

“On August 14, Nixon sent a letter to Yahya urging him to speed the process of
national reconciliation by pressing the relief program and enlisting the support of
the elected representatives of East Pakistan. Such measures, Nixon wrote, will be
important in countering the corrosive threat of insurgency and restoring peace on
your part of the world.”-Kissinger: The White House Years, p. 869. Back to main
text

The Sunday Telegraph, August 15, °71. Back to main text
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The Times, September 2, *71. Back to main text

HNITOIBICe 2FI® O [ (ATH T T: “The scene in Islamabad where T

landed on August 23, 1971, was bewildering. Cornelius was still busy finalising
his constitution. A group of ‘experts’ from Bhutto’s party had regular sessions
with Cornelius and his aides-a group of civil officials headed by all powerful
Peerzada. Peerzada and Cornelius seemed satisfied” with the ‘quantum of
provincial autonomy’ to the people of ‘East Pakistan’ which was no longer a
reality. A significant feature of the proposed constitution was the provision for a
‘Bengali Vice President’ who would exercise provincial autonomy sitting in
Dacca. Peerzada explained to me that this was a ‘big concession’ to the
Bengalis.... However the inside scene was different and perfectly realistic. Yahya
was like a man in trance. The other members of the junta Hamid, Gul Hasan,
Omar ... even Peerzada was in their deepest gloom. The Chief of Inter-Service
Intelligence (ISID) Major General Gilani, an intelligent and honest officer, and
his able predecessor General Akbar both told me about the imminent Indo-Pak
war on Bangladesh and its grave implication....”-G. W. Choudhury: The Last
Days of United Pakistan, p. 196. Back to main text

“It seems the Mukti is putting in more men into the field.... To meet this danger
another Pak division is being moved to East Pakistan by ship.... The transfer of
General Akbar Khan, Pakistan’s former Director of Military Intelligence, to
command his country’s part of Kashmir is regarded as ominous in Delhi. General
Akbar would be just the man to mastermind... the irregular operation.” (The
Economist, August 21, °71). Back to main text
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‘Missed the appointment a 10:30 am with DP... and arrived Hotel Hindustan at
11:45 am when he was already in session with the Acting President and the PM...
I met DP at past 12:30. He wanted an overall political appreciation of the current
situation. As the political leadership was still suffering from lack of cohesion and
frittering its energy on matters of secondary interest, the sector war was
progressively faltering and FFs facing enormous political pressure inside the
country, I suggested the need/possibility of a fresh bold move to inject some
efficiency in the insurgency management by inducting middle level politicos
belonging to AL and non-Al streams including some civil servants, without
disturbing the formal structure of the Government. This middle level task force
could work under the PM and its operational structure could be the proposed
national united front. But the front itself was still facing covert opposition from
within the cabinet and would require GOI’s (Government or India’s) strong
support to overcome the opposition.

‘DP’s reply appeared to be well-formulated: (1) cabinet’s functioning must be
improved and unity strengthened and he wanted to find out its modalities; (2)
multi-party alliance was a must also for the external reasons and he was keen to
know the details of actual progress made so far....

‘I briefed him about the situation... DP wanted a second meeting with me in the
evening after his scheduled meeting with the cabinet later in the afternoon.

‘In the evening DP told me that the proposal for the united front was supported
by all the members of the cabinet except Tajuddin who remained silent. DP was
puzzled, unhappy. I assured him once again about Tajuddin’s view about unity
and suggested that two of them should have an exclusive meeting next day. Went
to brief Tajuddin about both the sessions.’

0o C* TIN5

‘Met DP briefly during the evening. He was apparently happy after having a
discussion with Tajuddin but seemed a little worried about his ability to
understand Bengali politicians’ mind....

95 D

‘DP met the cabinet again and requested for a specific date, modality etc. for the
formation of a united forum, when they (the ministers) persisted in being vague
about every thing on the ground that it would take time to remould the views of
the party leaders since the move itself was unpopular with (the rank and file of)
the AL. DP was nearly blunt in telling them that as the GOI was rendering all
possible help to the BD Govt. since the crackdown without expecting anything in
return and as India was facing a massive threat to its security due to BD problem,
the time has come when the GOI must request BD Govt. to form a broad national



alliance so that GOI can persuade the friendly powers to support the BD cause,

even if tacitly and (make them) agree to resolve India’s security problem.

Otherwise the whole episode was fast becoming untenable for India, he

mentioned.

‘I met Taj and DP separately during the evening. Taj said that finally it was going
to work.

ST LB

‘Met DP at 3:45pm at his hotel and pressed for lifting the restriction against the
left elements from being recruited and trained as FF. DP saw no difficulty in
removing such restrictions from GOI’s side after the formation of the multi-party
alliance, but it would require endorsement from the BD Govt. atleast from its PM,
before such recruitment was (actually) started.

‘As I mentioned the need for putting ‘Mujib Bahini’ under BD command, after
narrating the instances of their-disruptive activities, he agreed that these should
be effectively stopped and hinted the difficulties of ‘bringing it out’ of the control
of the Indian agency. He suggested that Taj should sent an emissary with relevant
facts to Kao and, after having this ground work done, the problem could be taken
up ‘at the highest level’, if required.

‘In the absence of unity in outlook and common approach within in the cabinet,
(DP said), he had made it known that (from then onwards) GOI would entertain
only those requests which would atleast be agreed jointly be the PM and the
President; and Mr. Abdus Samad Azad had been entrusted with the special
responsibility for developing Taj-Nazrul relationship....

‘He said that he was impressed by the clarity of thought and sincerity of Tajuddin
but hinted that he (Tajuddin) should try to resolve his political isolation fast.’
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eIl 19w I, ©f ©iF e SIFJ S “It appeared to be a long drawn

struggle... (while) the American lobby in India was pressing for an early
recognition of Bangladesh in order to isolate India internationally.... Stamina for
conducting a guerrilla war was lacking among the forces of Bangladesh, as much
as India lacked capacity of sustaining it. India’s economy could not have
sustained it.... No ideological party, no Ho Chi Min or Guevera (to lead the
struggle).... On the other hand, Indian army was conventional drill sergeant, just
incapable of thinking anything unconventional like armed liberation. Certain
(military) assumptions made hitherto by the Indian army were based on
unfounded premises.... Training, recruitment and facilities were all partial to
Awami League. No utilisation of whatever fighting potential was available....
Only military (leader) with understanding in BDF was (Gr. Captain) Khondkar....
In the AL leadership only two personalities with unshakable determination:
Tajuddin with ideals and deep commitment for his country’s liberation and
Mustaque with eagerness for self-promotion, had a setting of political ideals....” -

ATIB ATFICFE, db-2 @fe, 35991 Back to main text
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2T FISET qF "Z@E BT STR“(12)... Increasing report of the

indisciplined and haphazard operations are now being carried on by different
groups of our Mukti Bahini boys... who move... without being guided by any
recognised group leader... and chain of unified command. Some unruly boys...
fell prey to greed and private motivations... indulged in family feuds and personal
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grudge, committed loots and oppression on the innocents. The Government of
Bangladesh be moved to take appropriate steps through... sector commanders to
introduce discipline, establish proper coordination and firmly set up the unified

command.” e @ A SfEFiee (Fa3 JE@am AfHFe F419 (induction)
IR SITAR AR AT T TR ARG (139 SRS @77 75 foeT, o9
TGS ST T FIS T [ TP G2 WG AT Ofa S Zrod | Back

to main text
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FCEA | I WS (I-RR 8 (5T AT (2fi® Wi SRy fofd Reeweita Srae
A : “Ideology of socialism is to fight against oppression.... If your
Government do not protest this brutal atrocities committed on oppressed masses

of Bangladesh by the military junta with the help of vested interests of West
Pakistan, the world may think that you are not the friend of oppressed people.”
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50¢ “On September 4, Farland suggested to Yahya that we contact the Bangladesh
‘foreign minister’... we would tell him of Yahya’s willingness to engage in secret
talks. It was an extraordinary proposal to make to the President of a friendly
country that we would approach the ‘foreign minister’ of a movement he had
banned as seditious, an official whose very title implied at minimum a
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constitutional change if not treason. Such was Yahya’s quandry that he
agreed.”-Henry A. Kissinger: The White House Years, p. 870. Back to main text

SIICSR ARG NFCITCAR oM A Q. (. T T SO GU7HFCA Al A1 fesieha
TR AT efSafatra e TS @R SGF AW AR 71
FEMATES AFI*S T: “India is believed to have expressed its inability to prevent
the guerrilla fighters from ‘interfering’ in the distribution of food in East Bengal
or from ‘harming’ the volunteers who may be engaged in this operation.... The
question was raised be the UN Secretariat and then by the US State Department....
Indian Government has said that international agencies and foreign powers will
have to communicate with the elected representative of East Bengal because it is
they who can offer guarantees and honour them.”-The Times, September 13,
’71. Back to main text

STRE fSiTer fTes T S6E: “We established contact with the

Bangladesh people in Calcutta, and during August, September and October of
this years, no fewer than eight such contacts took place. We approached President
Yahya Khan three times in order to begin negotiations with the Bangladesh
people in Calcutta. The Government of Pakistan accepted.”-‘India-Pakistan,’
Background briefing with Henry A. Kissinger, Congressional Record, December
9, 1971, p. 45735. Back to main text
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PRSP Lawrence Lifschultz 13 AZRNG (I AF0A THN (TS O

2AfelIFI: “The (US) contacts were highly sensitive because... they bypassed the
dominant leadership of the provisional Government, in person of the Prime
Minister, Tajuddin Ahmed. Tajuddin like nearly the entire rank and file of the
Bangladesh movement, was irrevocably committed to full independence of the
country, after the massacre of 25th March, and would breach no compromise on
this issue. Therefore absolute discretion and secrecy was the key to splitting the
Bengali leadership and supporting that faction which would compromise with
Pakistan and not demand full independence. Some sources have suggested that the
moment chosen was to be October, 1971, when Mustaque, as Foreign Minister,
was expected to arrive in New York to present the Bangladesh case before the UN
General Assembly. Had he suddenly in New York, unilaterally and without
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warning announced a compromise solution short of independence-a position that
constituted a sell-out and betrayal in the view of Tajuddin and the rest of the
leadership-Mustaque might at that stage have pulled off a full coup against the rest
of Awami leadership back in Calcutta, and the history of Bangladesh might have
been very different.”-Bangladesh: The Unfinished Revolution, p. 166. Back to
main text

o s nfSat=’ (9o =95, *qs) SIFE: “In the White House Nixon
aides stress the President’s ‘high regards’ for Yahya Khan, while the State
Department officials talk of the need ‘to preserve Pakistan on the Islamic basis’, a
bulwark for sub-continental stability.” Back to main text

I Rfrercas e S RegeT 331 71, ©t3 FooFa Aim SifES Soagr
AR ARG SR FRIBIR Q0T (A=IF: “We attempted to promote these

negotiations between the Government in Islamabad and Bangladesh
representatives approved by Mujibur. We did not get the agreement of the
Government of Islamabad, at the me of war had broken out. I am just saying what
we were trying to do... I did not mention this before, we had the approval of
Government of Pakistan to establish contact with Mujibur through his defence
lawyer.”-‘India-Pakistan’, Background briefing with Henry Kissinger,
Congressional Record, Senate, December 9, 1971, p. 45736. Back to main text

A8 B (view in text format / view pdf) - ¢S W@\'é@n Annexure-B 8471 Back
to main text

“Awami League has got the mandate from the people to shape the destiny of the

country, as such, it is Awami League alone which is eligible and competent to
conduct the present war....

“While we have observed that planned and systematic affords are being made to
wipe out the image of Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, to destroy Awami
League and its ideals tom help set up new ideology in Bangladesh in derogation to
our party’s aims and object and help introduce authoritative (sic) and totalitarian
system of state machinery to the great detriment of the election result of the people,
we have been compelled to take the present move with intention to see things in
order....

“Needless to say that all tiers of the present liberation fight have been shockingly
infiltrated by forces and elements opposed to Awami League, its ideals aims and
objects and they have been very much active to drag the fight to their respective
destination. As a result the genuine and devoted Awami League workers and
leaders of different tiers have been deprived of their due participation in the
struggle and privileges thereof. The mystery should be immediately unearthed and
positive and suitable steps to be taken for a safe return. Inaction on our part would
be disastrous....

“We all are aware that taking NAP (2 groups), Communist Party and Congress
along with Awami League, a joint front infact has been formed naming a
consultative committee for the liberation struggle against the avowed policy of our
leader Sk. Mujibur Rahman. On such vital matter even no opinion was taken from
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Awami League.... It is also heard that a planning cell in the context of the present
liberation struggle has been formed by the Prime Minister consisting of some
persons. None of them is Awami Leaguer nor do they believe in the ideology of
Awami League.

“In the light of all these happenings the members adopted unanimous resolutions
which are given in annexsure “B”. S>3 (T(56%4 ﬁ@EWTQT 2RI [ ifeFo!
AN SwC*T G NPT S S AT Q. 21, . e 7T S
JIFRS 8 &b T | Annexure-B-a3 &« 22 5 (view in text format / view
pdf) @351 Back to main text
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"Met DP at 8:30 am. Now that a consultative committee has been formed,
restrictions against recruiting NAP-CPB workers as FF can be waived, if the PM
(Bangladesh) gives the clearance, said DP. As I mentioned that such clearance
would be readily available, DP wanted to know how many of left workers could
be mobilised for recruitment and how fast. Secondly, he wanted the clearance
should be communicated to him by Tajuddin himself and if possible by tomorrow
before he left Calcutta, so that necessary orders could be issued speedily. With
regard to the first point, I said that the total number could... reach between 20,000
and 25,000, and the mobilisation could be made at a rate of 5,000 per week.

“Met Tajuddin at 3:30 pm and told him about the clearance required by DP.... He
asked for Group Captain Khondkar’s opinion, since the C-in-C was out of station.
Khondkar supported the move. He offered his transport for its use for contacting
NAP camps on western sectors. On my way back to DP, I went to NAP and CPB
offices, handed over the jeep and gave necessary advice. Met DP at 5 pm as
scheduled... DP said that the recruitment and training would begin immediately,
usual 3 weeks training and induction under BD command; but he remained silent

about the actual size to be recruited®® He proposed another meeting with me next
day to discuss other matters.”

Sb2 (FTCHFS

"Met Tajuddin at 8 am, and briefed him about the development since previous
afternoon. He wanted me to keep the pressure on DP about bringing Mujib Bahini
under BD commnad....

“Met DP at 5 pm. He showed anxiety at the decline of FF activity... I explained
the difficulty of repoliticising the occupied areas and its consequence on FF
activity. He emphasised the need for better co-ordination in selecting the targets
for FF ops and wanted to know if there was any insurmountable difficulty in
inducting base workers in a few pre-selected areas for ops. He sounded so ad
hoc....



“On Mujib Bahini, he felt that his PM’s intervention would be required as it
seemed to be a tricky matter....”
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"Till
now the Soviet side was pre-occupied with the need for avoiding war in the
subcontinent. In a long, remarkable presentation Mrs. Gandhi narrated the
difficulties with the refugees, Pakistan’s intransigence and India’s very limited
choice of building up military pressure while keeping the door open for political
solution.

“Both sides then had a discussion to assess the stamina of the liberation struggle,
its capacity to sustain itself inside Bangladesh, commitment of the Awami League
leadership for independence and the extent of its break with West Pakistan.
Brezhnev observered that, “there is an element of national liberation in the present
situation,” to which Podgorny gave a nod.

“Finally the Soviet leaders wanted to know what India expected them to do.
Flexible attitude was adopted by both the sides for both political solution based
on Mujib’s release and building up India’s armed preparedness, should she be
embroiled in a military conflagration. Soviet arms assistance was assured to be
quickened, but not more than normal supplies except for some weapons for
freedom fighters, should the struggle prolongs.

“This meeting was the major turning point towards the liberation war.”
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“The joint statement of Indian Prime Minister, Mrs. Indira Gandhi and Soviet
leaders reflects a deep understanding of the Bangladesh issue in the Kremlin.
While suggesting a political solution of the problem, the joint statement advocates
‘urgent measures paying regard to the wishes, the inalienable rights and lawful
interests of the people of East Bengal.” These three basic principles can only lead
to the support of total independence of Bangladesh for which the 75 million
people of Bangladesh are shedding blood every moment.

“Due importance has been given in this joint statement with regard to ‘speediest
return of refugees to their homes with honour and dignity.” This can happen only
if the refugees are enabled to return in freedom, which is the avowed policy of the
Government of Bangladesh.

“At a time when the destiny of 75 million struggling people of Bangladesh is
being discussed all over the world and in the UN, we wish to reiterate and re-
emphasise that total independence is our goal. We urge all the power of the
world to support this goal. People of Bangladesh and their elected
representatives have given irrevocable verdict on this issue.”
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339 RITOIFITE ©fF ST SPACI“Objection to recruit left elements was lifted mainly
to off-set the influence of Mujib Bahini.” . f9. €9, 9 AFFFE, 004 Gfele,
Y991 Back to main text
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90 ﬂ@%ﬁﬁf@@ 1. 4737 SIfSr® SRR : “Only Tajuddin was mentally
equipped to lead Awami League out of a situation like this (liberation struggle).
That was his biggest strength. He displayed all the initiatives, while his rivals
(within Awami League) failed to formulate that else to look for apart from Indian
recognition, followed by military attacks.” - @I AFFFIE, S2 (¥, "¢ | ARG
2T {5 AT SRS AAFIHR IIFNCA-TF @ 10 ST 8 TN AT MR
e 1. @9, TR Seeimiag 2lfS fta SIF AR FIFe TF fereaifore
R 9Ce19: “Tajuddin was found to be the only person who had right political
ideas for the task Bangladesh had set before itself. The Government of India also
realised that Tajuddin was irreplaceable in the sense that things have been even
more chaotic if somebody else other than him took over. These two
considerations decided the issue of continued Indian support to Tajuddin despite
numerous representations from his opponents within Awami League.” - 45

AFFIFIR, QU0 (GTC6F, ddb- 1 Back to main text

9D “Taking advantage of Indo-Soviet Treaty, a political compulsion is being created
on the freedom struggle of Bangladesh for setting up a National Liberation Front
by parties including pro-Soviet elements in it.... This is being done... on the
reported plea that unless the leadership of freedom struggle is broad based adequate
help from the Soviet Union and other communist countries will not be available
for Bangladesh. Unfortunately such move has been actively initiated by Mr. D. P.
Dhar and Mr. T. N. Kaul.”-Prof. Samar Guha at press conference, The Statesmen,
September 8, 1971. Back to main text
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“Yahya Khan’s widely expressed hopes that political power will be transferred to
the elected representatives... by November are unlikely to be fulfilled. The constant
deterioration in internal security situation in East Pakistan, the lack of
administrative machines... all operate against a speedy return to civil rule. But
perhaps the most important single reason in the eyes of the foreign observers is that
the right-wing military clique in Islamabad who rule the country, for whom the
President is spokesman, has no real intention of relinquishing an iota of
pewer.”-Clare Hollingworth, Daily Telegraph, September 13, °71. Back to main
text

“With refugee population swollen to 9 million, West Bengal was in an explosive
condition.... Tensions are festering both inside and outside the refugee camps. And
the temptation to get rid of the crushing burden by intervening in the fighting across
the border-even if that meant another war with Pakistan-was growing for Indian all
the way up to the Government in New Delhi.... The relief program is cracking at
all the seams.... Several clashes, and even some near riots have erupted; some
refugees have been killed either by the police or local people.... What the Indians
fear most is that the tension might take on a communal color- most of the refugees
are Hindus terrorised by Moslem West Pakistani army-and touch of a nation-wide
chain reaction in which India’s majority would take revenge on the country’s 60
million moslems.”-New York Times, October 10, °71. Back to main text
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“I have witnessed two operations, one at Baranpunji and one at Balat. The
complains are the same. Our boys were not given adequate artillery cover. Indian
artillery is inferior (if the range of Pak artillery is 5 miles, Indian artillery goes
upto 3 miles). I do not know how far this is true but the complains were uniform
everywhere. The Indian sides were found unprepared both at Baranpunji, where
Pak army actually entered Indian territory and encircled our boys 3 miles inside,
and at balas. Indian response was late by 24 hours....

“At Melaghar our casualty is enormous and mostly due to inadequate
supply of ammunition.

“The borders are effectively sealed by Pak army. A few miles of liberated
areas are being recaptured particularly along Balas to Bassara borders.



“I ventured to enquire from the Indian side. They said our boys entered
without planning and information to their counterpart, so they were not ready for
the offensive.

“Any way these problems are to be sorted out at local levels to make them
consistent with higher level agreement before any optimism is indulged in our
reliance on our host.”
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“Throughout consideration of the plan, K. K. remained sceptical of the feasibility
of capturing Dacca within the time frame of a short war, which the planners had
envisaged to last no more than 21 days. He felt rather strongly that the Indian
Army, with its inherent inhibitions against anything unorthodox and a more
speedy type of manoeuvre, and very short of the bridging equipment required to
span the mighty rivers, lacked the capability to reach Dacca before the cease-fire
likely to be brought about by international pressures. At his insistence, the task
was limited to occupying the major portion of Bangladesh instead of the entire
country. But the capture of Dacca had to be main target in its implementation.”
-Ibid, p. >72. Back to main text

“The emphasis on number was contingent to the recognised fact that: (i) it was
impossible to screen out the elements who would not fight after being inducted;
(i1) the other side must be softened and drawn out to achieve the target of final
attack; and (iii) the restricted time frame did not permit us to look into cost or
other options which were time consuming.” - (. (&. (%9.) &, &=, 7TFE, 9FS

SIS, 3¢ G, ¥59¢ | Back to main text

“For better results, the training should have been six weeks for the FFs and eight
weeks for their leaders.” - @, GBI ATFICFE, 03 G2, >0 | IBICH
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¥, “On 30 September the Mukti Fauj engaged Kanastala by mortar fire but we
knew nothing about it. Again on 11 October Pakistan shelled Sonamura area; we
retaliated. Later it was known that Pakistani shelling was in retaliation of
mortaring of Comilla by MF (Capt. Alam). This was to happen yet again, with
Pakistani retaliation on Agartala. But no satisfactory solution was found nor, may
be, possible.-Brig. H. S. Sodhi: ‘Operation Windfall’ - Emergence of Bangladesh,
p. 145.” Back to main text

TTeTie ¥ wLTeR Yo e To (g Tore FAeE 3-31°7 (Terd ferre e 73+
AT B @S AR TRIF TR, 02 @3 foeel 540w ¢oiitz | «°[
(AT G AT SRS A G *I1 6 7 IR AT Setaned i
¢A0e 41tF | Back to main text

Pran Chopra: Indian’s Second Liberation, 9. S| Back to main text







M (g

CTCBRA (AT 2T T F6 TR YERRIE G Aed Praie
JIETIACHR ST 2T Sy G TG FIAJT ZR WIGIR | 2L (A2
271 T AR LT (AT T TAF YGRS NI RS
OF 5 TfBe TN e | Bolge W2 I JIAAT T ST 93
SIS (MRS Zo! 8 TR Tri=Ie TS ALK Sy G 2L AL
TQ PRIRE TR R SIS 7 | Gead (1 AR S Ra R
SRS B SRS 2 M I W T4 A1 qifeara
RO SR T AT 27, T (AT RS TS T O T
SRS A0 SPTCe A | T Gz 21 92 S I7ama
ANHS SEEe e 28 37 i aferr rae asaifts sa=
2B Rl I Srerda! fHIfkE Broitea e veTce At | [ HIfRE=
(TG S[F FCGICTR TS L7 G A4 ST 1054 f{eeis
SR, T AR R I 492 T3S See TEe, @ A
g 2T waft ey iR Fioites IS T 12 99 ¢F
RIS T T, 333 S5 71K gifore I fifeas 12 feet wi@
>5f5 e

LTS Fplfe-AF 217 TGITS! ¢oo TIHCE Sy fHifea’
870 T4 TS, T OItAd W47 (ATF @Ted fefere=e 0000
SANRME qF e g 34 7o | A0 «2 [ M
QAT ME G T TSI Mot ‘Gie iR oo
29 | Q3 ARB Tplfe2-a3 T iz @ bifdfas @i
fefere Yferral gt Far @ Y foet of 514 3ffe areiafos
IS IR 9 2 | GO s @ G 9T Glifers ydered
L -0 (e IR MG ¢ srerdar (i a we e
fer Yfer@raens TR ATAE WO Sl (TS = |
ST SE, SYT IR 3 CTLBFI FAIZ, KT 8 ST Tt
FIFE TR TOISTg SIe I M= @I o) FCH @R
‘(@RI AR @ NPT FBF ol ST IR M= =gt
TS A Sy g e el arzel w1 &3 1 I Aifea




Ora39 G O HIPTf TR ATHBI ETCHFE I 19
AN AT o= 9199 2875 7 FIE” waz Soofb “srerdar Fifm
B[R %) SIfer® 7T 12

/S (I IR YA CH@ 7, 2B AR T
RO AEFIH (F@2 9F SHANT WFOR N JroTe %%
2 W B NER N OF W7 Spraied w4y (A oy
LTS T 91T (ST 2 O F JFGHTS TSR T SIS
T @ %S S (ST (A (P [BIER 9 AT 7ES |
CICSBTR-SFIRCE SIS Ao 1E TN I SIod JF TICETS,
O3 T FAFICE FIOCT (@ o8 3 2108 e o @fs Fiae
Tt famaie eioTe fReItoR FORIY G 7K S e, Asiafed
ATATHNGT (ATF SIAACT T I Ty AN T L | AL
ePIANE wererd ST dtet S [t w17, @I 1 SRR
FIIFET ] FTECIT Sy ST AIFIT AT 2AfofB >t Sireas
S TR G SN S5 270 APTIAR QF SrarTleT S
FLT AT CTEEGIST AN AR ST TR Wit GISIE 203
8T, TUF AFSITH T OGS e 2 WIIT 2foTS T, TS
AEANSF ReTATeT 2 RS TR Fhodd O] KB FACO 1
A | O I 2T O ATOI(F N¥Pog TFe «92 [raae
BTN T F19 &) (5 Sifots @ el SFAIas @
AT SIS W (T4 FHACOH, S ATHE ACG'S ©f T=)ef AT 1322

TR NI AN SITCet “oAfiesiat G 1f5® 2e79 =17
A TR AIAANR, *RN Se7iorey, snd-mifers omefa «ae
2PN HCHICAT T© TOJS ST, 2ATAHS QNIF NI FEPO
A S ¢ FHPIR ARE! 9 I | AITH 2L AYR (AT
g TS S o eI FoAITOT JIFTI] FAFIC &S Aoy
oIS TR 7 IIGTICH FHCANOS OLATS] Jadl AT SRAIY
S fE = | g 59 ¢ e (e e eitees
AR SN A (VPR CI*OIF '8 NRJJ S BT
TOR2 TEEIGR TGS 0F TN, IFACHI O3 FoIoFd
ARSI ATBITS R A O FHeTol (< TR
BT, QI T F19 (1 Fof@ (712 | Jfesnalieae q=ed qeifos
TS T AT SRS FCH, QTAF STl @ ATHBIR el S NF




PO RTY-(FRIgS ST I3 feroreea M Afawas colb
JIETCACR ATTF O SCAFIFO TGS R | IF© 8 7
PSP PO T 11 200, O ATy 412 2 TFeIeT
(AT YA TFOCH G CITRIS @R A #1STCT TS Crefet ot
oY (F @FTgd S LS e 71| ' TN SRPF [BIE NGB
TR T T TS ST 3 (21T TS T @
TS |

AGATST (THTGA (0@ & T 03 AT 7 7rere, GIAT e
SCBIRCEA AT (A2 TR 7% ™18 | e < IPTea ST el &ATH 3!
SIS AT SOFBAN! AT IR ST WA [P0 H1eed AT
ACGE AETMCHR FATOP SRS AT 6% s eif*ie 212l
QTR beT STerS e ST fReee (@, Yferad Rers *Rw “ifres
28] @S TAWER RCAIOI AL 7R = SR | AR
e fafirs A1z e wess! Tt FEee &fire | (e
oot AT SR YR GFQS FACHIF! AT AF SR
YGR! QPCAT AN HCGS OIS TR O ATOI oA Ie] OGS |
IFS WHF ORI (T I¢ o2 wiws o feet =71

SCBIRES o AR (AF R 40T AT TSN 20O OF I |
502 SCFIFA (T @I RTTRe, 353 WG coaife Raaweas
T ST 514 SN, 02 S(FIRF B SR (FEoIG! TS
FA-SNCHE @I AL O 7 (ATF Ty [y af s, s
w2 @ I @ e, [fon gt beemid w2l segease
Fifea S0l ol TR I47 W Aita A1ta Jferad @ wgd 2~-w
3P B, T ©f SCFRCIR (I T2 AL IS FAHO 3
T I IR | EO7ITE G @ WS TR M4y Y SR RITAR
S (T G TGP & G VRN QS FOM® R | 431 A
@B N AT ARG US-AID-93 3 ATS SI-FeA 20
AT R SR QT GB-HISICH (O ST 1222 quafet
T (TS Y RETF L Y SGITAR T Spalel
WA RN TSBH HAGETR FAONF RS FFHS FACO 9P
B | G ATAT S¢2 S (ATE AYGF SRS 8 Sres@ar
TR [Pt @ GETRIOTS oo & TR 55 8 20 GTLHBFE
Q3R ST SCFIACA O S8 FRSATL (R BT 1228 QT T [[ACoT©




JifelfeT (TI=CeT SIetE TR TB G AT ATV (AF wLemid
AR e TS A AR T4 TGS 3 (R ST 24

QT2 A AT ST (T BIbeT, SAZ @ @A
FITRIRN AT AN TS N7 20O A Q3 I @
SITo iz Wfere wfeae #Hifssitas s/ Jwe 9ifod (B.0.P)
R A [NeIfere =30 | 0 NER_ET 1T Tielw AZCIG 906
G ifoa ey Ti@ of’ B A 1o 58 @9 @i wfeqies
OFIfEF SO AT SeHiaize T ACGS, ATV JA o
A FifbwleTe (eIeT Afotard el 78 27 | T S T
TS G0 I Sofeifen q05: TR INCH G2 I 7D ANS «ifo
RGO T (ARG YI2 TRACAT 211, FCRG U3 F< WI1G A
I o s @Fica A1eAR o [Rer =it S row Yo7 544 |

SCBREA T IR (AF MR foord Y@ seoe!
3R (TR ST faifere AfRA (@ S @ 23, o Yo7 et G-
TR NI Wit wfewsld feferes #fpifers | foee ¢ Jifeg Ty
s At GeRITeT NI Az T 5191 %2 2T ore (@ fewta
AT ST T FCAR NG S S =0 A8 93ROl
0 IR O ATSIR T I 2N RIGTS WRETwIs RAT (7 -
48 203 #I0T ©f @ TARR Ao R | (=6 IC (T 2T 9IS
AN AECANOT FIEAC ATFIRICAR (I (ST TR 7 G G &)
faems g *fecs Ye-Ris F0os @ oImd @7 fadl 13, foq
T 574 SRR 2L OLATOIFICHR O 1B ZCf%e | G OIS
223, for @3 @, @3 AU ANKS Trw ST TR =
JIGTICA=! IRATCE AR TR Gy SIS @0 T 8 * Gt Sl
TR IS S=eeT IR b1 AfBq SR 0771 7F; G fesirs, (ee
T T QTS A0 O IIYIS T 41 27 | MFRCEF (10T 93
o OS] LW HAITFBIT CTNICAE ) AT 51 S T8 e |
(A TG IR RGN ARSTANHT FAS! OITAF I AT 132

558 Q I (ATF ATV (et AT TN 07 T2 2O
T QTR 1 55 93-9T ECT B (ATF 97 IR AT 8 Tori



T 2PFHICER L ST 2 IS ¢y e @t offBt et
ITGTS FRTS TR 7 RIS SR FA18 FCH BT 2T

@, @2 o o1 foTea e Sivacs o qeirsie Joas vty
fT® 203 AfBIeECet, 7<i=eter A W3R F6CET eI S=iin |

110 A A O [ £ A KA |

389 T fTeiitsa &y A2 & (3) (view text / pdf) G847 1 Back to main text

S8b SLIIHF 2TTF SAI [FCAND, Sb2 |5, 35q3, “Iff#8 & () (view pdf) I Back

to main text

385 4B fRIRET "General Guidance for Administration of Youth Reception
Camp" - &9 W@é\@ @& Back to main text

SCO THIB T SIS o-C¥l GIL7BFCEA (15| Back to main text

NS>  SFRE VRTTIR S1% &= ST ¢ SeoATed & 28
W85 Back to main text

SR 2Se SIfFAICER AT AFAIG P I, TRATCR QTR (<1 I FeFTo!
TEe 2 W32 U FOrTRE ST TRBIEE GBI (SR 7tF e
29| Back to main text

S¢O BIZTHA,” S92 (I?BFT, *ad | Back to main text

38 THRTIHE (A ffISH,” YR W3R, *ad 1 Back to main text

3¢ ¢ Bangladesh guerrillas are increasingly active and successful in mounting insurgent
operations against the Pakistan Army. Indeed, it is the 52,000 West Pakistani
soldiers deployed on the frontier of East Pakistan and maintaining internal security
there, who pose big problems. Their minimum requirements amount to 600 tons of
supplies daily, a logistics problem of nightmare proportions as merchant ships now
shun the voyage round India which terminates in Chittagong where the guerrillas
are extremely active.” - Clare Hollingworth, Daily Telegraph, November 1,
>71. Back to main text
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~ed WW, Witness to Surrender, 9. 5051 Back to main text

“Along with the attacks on the borders, the intensity of which was increasing
daily, attacks by the guerrillas in the interior were stepped up. Raids and
ambushes on small bodies of troops became common. In order to hold positions
on the borders and to deal with guerrilla activity in the rear, division and brigades
had to group and regroup battalions. Companies and even platoons and sections
with the support of single guns and mortars to plug gaps and reinforce threats.
This resulted in dispersion and loss of cohesion, particularly in the infantry,
artillery and mortar regiments. By getting on to the borders, the troops were
getting fixed and losing their manoeuvrability and initiative. They were confined
to one dimension and could only operate frontally. They lost all freedom of
striking from any other direction.”Maj. General (Rtd.) Fazal Mugeem Khan:
Pakistan’s Crisis in Leadership, p. 128. Back to main text
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Van Ginnekar: The Rise and fall of Lin Piao B833) | Back to main text

“He (Ambassador K. M. Kaiser) revealed that the Chinese Government had
advised Pakistan Government for a political settlement in East Pakistan. This,
he mentioned, was regardless of Chinese support to maintain integrity of
Pakistan.... Privately in Case war broke out between India and Pakistan over

East Pakistan crisis.” - (SO AT ABUTSA (IITF DI W@ AF© <eT
FRAICE ATSTAATT G| 38 '8 T TN (FAS S (A9 ffoq
e o AR ABTS 117 SAf TR AL ETCBT N <1
AR JIETC* ATHICET 2399 2| Back to main text
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The Statesman (October 12, *72) - @ &S Morning News @317 444, AP
W ARG Back to main text

“The meeting concluded... that we ask both India and Pakistan to pull back their
military forces from the borders; Moscow and Tehran would be approached to
support this idea; it would again be made clear to both the sides that war would
lead to a cut-off of American aid; Pakistan would be encouraged to open dialogue
with the elected Bengali leaders....”-Henry Kissinger: The White House Years, p.
876. Back to main text

“On October 9, I urgently sought Soviet help in discouraging the infiltration of
40,000 guerrillas into East Pakistan, after we had received disturbing reports that
this was about to occur. The President, I said to Dobrynin, attached the utmost
importance to the avoidance of war. Dobrynin could not have been friendlier-or
less helpful. The Soviets were appealing to both sides, he said, but the Indians
were becoming extremely difficult. I said we were prepared to consider acting
jointly with the USSR to defuse the crisis. The offer was never taken up.” - Ibid,
p- 875. Back to main text

“The US Ambassador Kenneth Keating called upon Indira Gandhi with the
warning that if India did not cease aid to dissidents in East Pakistan, Pakistan
would attack from the West. Somewhat taken aback... Indira Gandhi enquired
what, in the event of such attack, would be the attitude of the US Keating replied
that he had fulfilled his instructions and was empowered to say nothing more.” -
Tom Braden in Washington Post, January 11, >72 (Congressional Record, p. 552,
January 20, °72). Back to main text

The Statesman, October 11, °71. Back to main text

The Times, October 13, >71. Back to main text

“Indo-Soviet Treaty has compelled us (Indians) to renounce support for the cause
of Bangladesh independence and to acquiesce in Soviet Russians keenness on
preserving the present framework of a united Pakistan-keenness ardently shared
by the USA.”-The Statesman, October 11, >71. Back to main text

“A Tass write up featured by Pravda on 16th October asserted that the blame for
the tension in the sub-continent and its rapid escalation lay squarely on
Pakistan.... The presence in Pakistan of advocates of hartline towards India is the
main obstacle in the way of settling the conflict by solving its cardinal
problem-that of East Pakistan.” - The Statesman, October 18, °71. Back to main
text

The White House Years, p. 877. Back to main text
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The New York Times, October 26, >71. Back to main text

The Statesman, October 21, ’71. Back to main text

“On October 23, we received the Soviet answer, it was identical with New
Delhi’s. The only effective way of avoiding war was the immediate release of
Muyjib and ‘the speediest political settlement in East Pakistan.” Mutual troops
withdrawals were deemed useful only in the context of a ‘complex of (other)
measures’. Moscow was not going to cooperate in bringing about restraint.” -
The White House Years, p. 877. Back to main text

The Times, October 28, °71. Back to main text

“Kutakov’s visit reflects the fact that offensive as well as defensive measures
are being taken by India as a precaution against a possible conflict against
Pakistan. Because most of India’s military hardware is supplied by the Soviet
Union, Kutakov’s first task will be to find out what Moscow can do to supply
specific requirements.” - Dev Murarka from Moscow, The Observer, October
31,°71. Back to main text

The White House Years, p. 877. Back to main text

“The horror of life in East Pakistan shows every sign of becoming permanently
institutionalised, and most, if not all, foreigners who came hoping to help are on
the verge of despair. In particular, the chances of reversing the tide of millions
of destitute refugees who have fled to India seem remote. Most Governments
consider the refugee problem the main catalyst in the atmosphere of war
prevailing in the sub-continent... Dozens of Governments have teams of experts,
technicians and diplomats working in East Pakistan. The UN East Pakistan Relief
Operation alone have 75 officials here. There is some disagreement among the
hundreds of foreign official about techniques by which the refugees could be
repatriated. But there is apparent unanimity on one subject: the East Pakistan
should overcome its reputation as a place of endless horror and suffering.” - The
New York Times, October 14, *71 (Congressional Record, p. 37972). Back to
main text
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“ofIfOR,” & FCORT, *ad> 1 Back to main text

“(Niazi adopted) the ‘fortress’ concept of defence which meant converting
important border towns, particularly those falling on the main axis of enemy
advance into fortresses and defending to the last. The concept... had two major
advantages. First, it precluded voluntary surrender of our vast territory. Secondly,
it concentrated our resources which are not sufficient to permit the fighting of an
open conventional war. It was felt that these ‘fortresses’ would prove a great
hindrance to enemy advance.... Before occupying these fortresses which were to
be stocked with ammunition for 60 days and ration for 45 days, the (Pak) troops
were to fight on the borders to prolong the war.”-Maj. Sadik Salik: Witness to
Surrender, p. 124-5. Back to main text

“Most senior (Army) officers here (in Dacca) still believe an Indian attack to be
unlikely, but they cannot take a chance on standing down troops.... The purpose of
Indian deployment is thought to have been simply to fix the bulk of Pak Army so
as to keep them off the back of Mukti Fauj. But even so, army officers, senior and
junior, still appear sanguine that they will in time be able to break the back of
MF.”-Martin Woollacott, Guardian, October 26, 1971. Back to main text

T, RIZNR, AW, TR, ST, TN, BT, toaa e,
Ffare BB | Back to main text

“In past twenty days rebel attacks concentrated on communications and
logistics lines show a pattern of increasing sophistication in guerrilla arm
supplies and training.”-Guardian, November 3, 1971. Back to main text

“There are now atleast 20 military casualties a day as Mukti Fauj increase
their activities inside the towns. They are becoming more aware of there
strength which is based on whole-hearted local support.... In Dacca there
are prolonged exchanges of fire in the old part of town and 3/4 explosions
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in the residential area every night.”-Clare Hollingworth from Dacca, Daily
Telegraph, November 3, 1971.

“Industry within 30 miles of Dacca brought to a complete stand-still as 3
of the 4 generators of the power station (at Siddhirganj) were destroyed by
guerrillas.”- Daily Telegraph, November 4, 1971.

“A large oil tanker was sunk at Chittagong which was about to sail to
Dacca on 3rd November.... Skirmishing between troops or police and
guerrillas in Dacca now occurs nearly everyday.”-Malcolm W Brown from
Dacca, New York Times, November 5, 1971.

“The number of political assassination has increased in last few days....
The guerrillas have threatened to kill all members of the peace committees,
all officials appointed co-operating with the occupation forces.... Most
non-Bengali residents feel themselves dangerously threatened.... The
guerrillas operate more or less at will, despite constant search and destroy
operation against suspected guerrilla strongholds. Military morale is
understood to have declined as increasing number of officers and troops
from West Pakistan come to realise that their assignment here is likely to
last a long time.”-Malcolm W Brown, The Times, November 9, 1971.
“The prolonged atmosphere of insecurity was gradually compelling the
troops to stay in their easily defensible locations. They were getting fixed,
with no manoeuvrability left to them. The feeling of being surrounded was
creeping in as any laxity on their part was invariably punished by the Mukti
Bahini. And mines planted by the enemy were taking a heavy
toll.”-General (Rtd.) Fazal Muqueem Khan: Pakistan’s Crisis in
Leadership, p. 152.

“As the (guerrilla) menace grew the (Pak) commanders became indifferent
and acted only when it was unavoidable. In this phase they generally
preferred to stick to their bases and did not risk their command. There may
be several reasons for this, but the principal among them was the prolonged
irregular war without any relief.”-Maj. Sadik Salik: Witness to Surrender,
p. 101. Back to main text

AR AN T FCA: “The Pakistanis believe that India may try
to curve out a piece of territory from East Pakistan for Bangladesh. If
cumulative Bengali successes are presented in this light, there may be
irresistible pressures to go to war as a desperate bid to avoid national
humiliation. The aim would then be rapidly to seize as much Indian soil as
possible before calling on the great power to arrange a cease-fire.”-Report
from Rawalpindi, The Economist, November 13, 1971. TSI
oI FRTAITRAN @lfe &I Qa7 e (S19.) S <A Segeeas
OF e ACeR FAT ZFMH FCF I “On my return (from Dacca)
to Rawalpindi I happened to meet my old friend and schoolmate Gul
Hassan the chief of general staff of the Army and talked with him about
the military situation in East Pakistan. He had also returned a few days
earlier from Dacca and agreed that the situation was grave. I asked him
what the answer was... Gen. Gul Hassan who has an odd sense of humour
said, ‘the only answer is to start a war.” ‘“Why? I had asked. In order to
have a cease-fire,” he had replied. On reflection I have thought that, may
be Gul Hassan was voicing the inner thinking of the Junta and Yahya
Khan. In the desperate situation they had got themselves in, they had began
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to believe that should start open hostilities with India, they would be bailed
out by the United States.”-Generals in Politics, p. 40-41. Back to main
text

“Lt. General B. M. Kaul, former corps commander, believes that.... “If the
Chinese decide to intrude, the weather will not be an impediment if they
use limited force-even if many passes are closed. It must be remembered
that their objective would be to pin down our forces and keep them away
from Pakistan.... The real danger is in Chumbi valley.... They could
attempt to come through these and link up with Pakistan in the eastern
wing right through the end of December.”-The Times, November 9, 1971.
Back to main text

“Over a period of nine months, there were some twenty Senior Review
Group (SRG) and Washington Special Action Group (WSAG) meetings,
most of them in November-December period when war seemed imminent
or was underway. During the early period as much as two months elapsed
between meetings and even those that occurred were often devoted to
tactics....”-Christopher Van Hollen: ‘The Tilt Policy Revisited,” Asian
Survey, April, 1980, p. 357 TR (ATF 21 AGH The Sun -3
O FFW SPTICH (52 SR $592) TATNRITA! &30 NSC, SRG ¥R
WSAG - (6 WWW@ | Back to main text

fIO3TE BIZTA,” WA COF 594> Back to main text

STEIGA RIS a0 ~afre wdie 891 rowa SAIGTEH c2ife s i
AT AR A2 AR TE 2010 (e 06T ATIOIBIC Gl TIF: “It

would be impossible to calculate precisely the steps which other great
powers might take if India were to initiate hostilities,” I said.”-The
Memoires of Richard Nixon, p. 523. Back to main text

ST A T ATHIFIE, SO (& BIRGH,” SeTl Jrow,

399d1 Back to main text

“NET Q3R IR BIZT,” W FCOFF, 594> 1 Back to main text

“There are some signs here (in Rawalpindi) of disappointment at the
outcome of the mission.... For Pakistan, one of the key question has been
whether in the event of war China would hold down divisions by
diversionary action on India’s northern frontier. No promise of such action
seems to have been forthcoming. Together with the general vagueness of
the new Chinese statement, this suggests that China is going to do nothing
that might risk the threat of Russian retaliation under the Indo-Soviet
treaty.... The Chinese seems to have tried to compensate for lack of firm
commitments by a strongly worded condemnation of India.”- David
Housego, The Times, November 8, 1971. Back to main text
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SorEs ey ifafEfe’ e oftma SIteset AgE 270: Chou and I spent

over twenty-five hours together reviewing the world situation, another
fifteen working on a statement that later came to be known as the

Shanghai Communique.” (The White House Years, p. 780). SR
opTer oftvd ey AAfafEfs” SteTmae Foife o1t e Seafee of T
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“At a news conference tonight (in Peking) Mr. Bhutto said the result of the
delegation’s two days of talks here should be a deterrent to aggression in
Asia.... “‘We cannot reveal our hand and tell you what measures we have
taken to guarantee our national independence and state
sovereignty.”-Reuters, International Herald Tribune, November 8, 1971,
“Mr. Bhutto said the mission had achieved tangible results and we have
come back completely satisfied.”-The Guardian, November 9, 1971.
Back to main text

“Mr. Bhutto left no one in doubt what his recent visit to Peking meant-a
pledge of support by Chinese officials for Pakistan in the event of foreign
aggression. As a result there has been a considerable rise in public morale
and scoffing at Indian preparations against Pakistan air raids.”-Daily
Telegraph, November 13, 1971. {58 s19aSIwIte aif*re wanifi (At et
JIA: “Bhutto... did not report faithfully to Yahya. Home from Peking,
Bhutto proclaimed that China would give all out support if war broke out
with India; he and his followers paraded the street with the cry ‘Crush
India.’-G. W. Chowdhury: India, Pakistan, Bangladesh and Major
Powers, p. 213.

“Bhutto, according to Yahya’s evidence before the Pakistan Enquiry
Commission, assured Rawalpindi on his return that China would
intervene directly in East Pakistan if war broke out with India.”-Kuldip
Nayar: Distant Neighbours, p. 166-7 (3 GLI-SH[F3 JAN{EEF A0
eIl for @ QIR I @ SO RNF-Be ofive o 7 feet
O BA I WA TS| Back to main text
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IFICET IAPTB 2O ISR S ARSI ICeT R PTeI ATeRCa 36 ez |
©fF SEE: “We made one more effort to lower tensions before Mrs.
Gandhi’s arrival in Washington. Ambassador Farland was instructed to
suggest that Pakistan consider unilateral troops withdrawal from the
borders after all, and to urge Yahya to go the outer limits of his flexibility
in making political changes.... To our surprise Yahya agreed to the
unilateral withdrawal. The next day his Ambassador in Washington
reiterated the offer in a meeting with me, on condition that Mrs. Gandhi
agree to withdraw Indian forces ‘shortly afterwards.” Yahya accepted
further that the total drying up arms pipeline to Pakistan could be
announced with her visit-a galling concession that he made with good
grace. Yahya was prepared finally to hold discussion with some Awami
League leaders, or some Bangladesh leaders in India not charged with a
major crime, and he said he would consider the idea of meeting with some
one designated by Mujib. If we wanted to go further, we would have to
wait for the advent of the civilian government-then less than two months
away by Yahya’s timetable.”-The White House Years, p. 877-8. Back to
main text

International Herald Tribune, November 9, 1971. Back to main text

“Without massive economic and military assistance from United States, it
is unlikely that West Pakistan can reassert its authority over East Pakistan.
For better or for worse, the die has been cast; East Pakistan will eventually
win its independence.”-Chester Bowels: Saturday Review Magazine,
November 6, 1971.

“The West Pakistani Generals, in short, have come to the end of their path
of bungling violence. They can battle and lose or talk and quit. They cannot
hang on.”-Editorial in The Guardian, November 9, 1971. Back to main
text
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R IR AR FLAT WA FREAT FA0 MO (AT FCE:

“Bangladesh has come to stay. There is no power on earth which can alter
this position.”-The Financial Times, November 16, 1971. Back to main
text
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“Meeting took place at 9 pm at Grand Hotel. DP, (Indian)
Defence Secretary K. B. Lal and MH discussed about: (1)
the nature of the political problem after liberation; (2) the
arrangement for disarming the FF (and other armed
elements); (3) the minimum and maximum time-frame for
Indian Army to remain in Bangladesh after liberation; and
(4) the possibility of intervention by US Seventh Fleet.
Reasons given for possible US intervention: (a) with the
programme of scaling down the (US) basing arrangements
in S.E. Asia,... and when the future of that region looked
uncertain, could the US afford the risk of breaking the
status-quo of South Asia? (b) particularly when it was being
initiated in the background of Indo-Soviet Treaty, could the
US accept the rise of Russian influence in South Asia which
was about to decapaciate its staunch ally (Pakistan)?....”
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“A detail list of constituencies involved shows that the Dhaka seat won by
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman... is not among the seats declared vacant. The
neighbouring seat held by Dr. Kamal Hossain is also not left open.”-The
Times, October 11, *71.
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“What we do after sentence has been passed is the prerogative of the head
of state. I cannot release him on whim. It is one hell of a responsibility.
But if the nation demands his release, I will do it.”-Arnoud de Borchgrave,
International Herald Tribune, November 1, *71.
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“Yahya was prepared finally to hold discussion with some Awami League
leaders or Bangladesh leaders in India not charged with major crime; and
he said he would consider the idea of meeting some one designated by
Mujib.”-The White House Years, p. 878.
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% SNE @ SEREA e 7, O d5aR AR SFRIce oS edire
FANS TF dTUeEE @F afsrEawe oe Wi @@ (US
Ambassador) Farland insisted he used his meetings with Yahya as a peace
maker. “When the history books are written on the war, it will be shown
that US policy, and our local efforts in Pakistan, kept Mujib alive”, he said.
“After Mujib’s arrest, I talked frequently with Yahya and often mentioned
Mujib. I told Yahya that we felt that Mujib was the key to future stability
in Pakistan, east and west. I counselled Yahya not to kill this man. And
finally, one night during the early summer, Yahya said to me, ‘you have
convinced me. He will not he executed.”-Jack Anderson: The Anderson
Papers, p. 222.
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“It was apparent that to reach Dacca within the planned schedule of 21
days would require a high degree of mobility, short, snappy actions to
overcome Pakistani resistance, and a large quantity of bridging and
rafting equipment as well as engineer resources to cross the formidable
river obstacles. The required engineer resources could not be mustered
along all approaches but could with some effort be collected for the main
thrust when required. Because of these limitations the higher command,
in assigning task to Eastern command, did not spell out the capture of
Dacca but left it to be considered during the conduct of operations as and
when opportunity offered itself.”-Maj. Gen. Sukhwant Singh: The

Liberation of Bangladesh, Vol. 1, p. 91 ((e& (ST TACTRW 12 359
et e v vereta (wlfG feraa =i BT STt
(DDMO) f&1ta g fotem) |

“In fact, the macroplanning in Delhi as well as Calcutta did not indicate
focusing sights on Dacca. It was directed towards clearing the territory
upto the rivers and was silent about the ultimate objective. The lack of a
clear directive that Dacca was the ultimate objective, made it difficult for
subordinate commanders to select the intermediate objectives along
which they could direct their full energies to capturing Dacca with the
least delay.”-Maj. Gen. Lachhman Singh: Victory in Bangladesh, p. 48
(CTSTR (ST TR PIR AFAACR Ia A0 SR 21y fefomtaa
YT f2eee) | Back to main text

“The Eastern Command had still not comprehended the danger and Niazi
was still under the impression that the Indians were trying to capture a
chunk of East Pakistan territory and their attacks would be confined to the
borders... Dacca defences were lying unmanned without any fighting
troops in the area. The Eastern command had no plans to withdraw the
troops to Dacca.”-Pakistan’s Crisis in Leadership, p. 166-7. $2[(A1& &arzd
EF (o (SR Tod I3 A (@ (AF e &l T,
SR e S & AT AMRAT TSRO 2L (/T TS
QTF TARGAG 48 T9@ ™! I K 59 G, SIFFiee-fesd
I QETIHIR, T QETIFI A3 FICHT 59 VO (AN Bl A0S
FRFE G IR @ “AREA SIS’ FIER SIF AAE e Ol Sy
‘ofe A2 9h 1 F§ 99 T, ©F ST “This created further

dispersion of effort and by this time virtually all reserves have been
committed passed extraction. Without Sector reserves, the plan of fighting
from strong points completely collapsed. In case of an Indian invasion,
even if the troops could manage to fall back on so-called strong points they
would become besieged garrisons.”-p. 128-9.
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O TSI Ty B -9 FIBR (@eeRrs @ Jfe [
O3 TSI (AN TG FTH (PRGB! LA @R TS AN ZARC:
“Mr. Tajuddin Ahmed, the Prime Minister of Bangladesh, had arrived in
Delhi to meet senior Indian officials. It is understood that Mr. Ahmed
and Indian authorities are working out the details of an Indo-Bangladesh
friendship treaty which will incorporate clauses relating to a defence
pact. It is believed that if Delhi is forced into a war the defence clauses
could be invoked by the Bengalis to invite Indian forces into Bangladesh.
At the time, the treaty would justify India’s decision to meet the
Bengalis’ demand: for arms and military assistance.”-The Times,
November 17, *71. @ SITHAGAT (@ (1T 7S §fe ST (HRITS AN« ©f
BIE-RAMTOR Sears e | g Teae ofF «B RToiitha &y *qd Al
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“On February 16, 1971, I requested inter-agency study of the alternatives
should East Pakistan try to make a break...”-The White House Years, p.
851. Back to main text

“At the first WSAG meeting after the war began on November 22 the State
Department argued that we did not have enough facts to make any
decision. It recommended that we press Pakistan for further political
concessions. Though the war was a clear violation of the UN charter, the
Department was ambivalent about going to the UN.”-The White House
Years, p. 887. Back to main text

1bid, p. 888. Back to main text

“Peking had agreed that we could use Huang Hua in New York as a contact
on UN matters or for emergency messages.... I thought it important to keep
Peking meticulously informed of our moves... Peking needed to appreciate
our determination to resist expansionism as well as the limits of our
practical possibilities in this case.... At this point I could do little more than
brief Huang Hua on the military situation. I showed him the draft
resolution we would submit to the Security Council if the issue were taken
up there, indicating we had not made a final decision. Huang Hua
emphasised that China would support Pakistan in the Security Council, but
would follow Pakistan’s lead as to whether to take the issue there.”-The
White House Years, p. 889. Back to main text

1bid, p. 889-890. Back to main text

Pran Chopra: India’s Second Liberation, p. 197. Back to main text

“With the outbreak of hostilities between India and Pakistan the Admirals
saw their opportunity. After urgent discussions they gave Kissinger a plan.
Their presentation was headed ‘Memorandum for the Assistant to the
President for National Security Affairs’ and was entitled ‘Outline plan for
show of Force operations in the Pakistan-India area.’”-The Anderson
Papers, p. 263. Back to main text

The White House Years, p. 891. Back to main text

1bid, p. 894. Back to main text

“On December 2 Pakistani Ambassador Raza delivered a letter from
Yahya to President Nixon invoking Article I of the 1959 bilateral
agreement between the United States and Pakistan as the basis for US aid
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to Pakistan. The American obligation to Pakistan was thus formally
raised.”-Ibid, p. 894-5. Back to main text

“The State Department was eloquent in arguing that no binding obligation
existed: it regularly put out its view at public briefings. It pointed out the
Article I spoke only of ‘appropriate action’ subject to our constitutional
processes; it did not specify what action should be taken. The Department
also claimed that the obligation was qualified by its context, the 1958
Middle East ‘Eisenhower Doctrine’ resolution, which it was argued,
intended to exclude an India-Pakistan war.”-/bid, p. 894-5. Back to main
text

S5 ACETA TR N IS NF TS THIF AT O, 897, &
@ b3 T TGFC WSAG (ROt (Mo FIRREAA AQM2TE !
FCEA | O FErTHER FREREN SR “Kissinger: We need a WSAG in

the morning. We need to think about our treaty obligations.... When 1
visited Pakistan in January, 1962, I was briefed on a secret document or
oral understanding about contingencies arising in other than the SEATO
context. Perhaps it was a Presidential letter. This was a special
interpretation of the March 1959 bilateral agreement.” Back to main text
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“In view of the direct aggression committed by Pakistan against your country on
3rd of December, the freedom forces of Bangladesh are ready to fight the
aggressive force of Pakistan in Bangladesh, in any sector or in any front. Our joint
stand against military machinations of Pakistan would be further facilitated, if we
enter into formal diplomatic relations with each other.” Bangladesh Documents,
Vol. II, p. 587. Back to main text

“20. Mr. De Palma asked whether we wanted to get other lined up with our
resolution before we introduced it (to the Security Council). This, however, would
take time. Dr. Kissinger suggested rather than follow this course, we had better
submit the resolution as quickly as possible, alone if necessary. According to Dr.
Kissinger suggested rather than follow this course, we had better submit the
resolution as quickly as possible, alone if necessary. According to Dr. Kissinger
the only move left for us at the present time is to make clear our position relative
to our greater strategy.” Memorandum for Record, Subject: Washington Special
Action Group Meeting on Indo-Pakistan Hostilities: 4 December, 1971. Back to
main text

The Sun (Baltimore), December 5, *71. Back to main text

Bangladesh Documents, Vol. 11, p. 433. Back to main text

1bid, p. 336. Back to main text

“The Soviet Government also believes that the governments of all countries should
refrain from steps signifying in this or that way their involvement in the conflict
and leading to a further aggravation of the situation in the Hindustan
peninsula.” The Times, December 6, *71. Back to main text

“27. Dr. Kissinger than asked about a legal position concerning the current Indian
naval ‘blockade’....

“28. Dr. Kissinger asked that a draft protest be drawn up. If we considered it illegal,
we will make a formal diplomatic protest. Mr. Sisco said that he would prepare
such a protest.



@Y

3¢9

s

()

QY0

SN

“29. Dr. Kissinger then asked whether we have a right to authorise Jordan or Saudi

Arabia to transfer military equipment to Pakistan. Mr. Van Hollen stated the United
states cannot permit a third country to transfer arms which we have provided them
when we, ourselves, do not authorise sale direct to the ultimate recipient, such as
Pakistan.
“30. Dr. Kissinger said that the President may want to honour those request. This
matter has not been brought to Presidential attention but it is quite obvious that the
President is not inclined to let the Paks be defeated. Mr. Packard then said that we
should look at what could be done. Mr. Sisco agreed but said it should be done
very quietly. Dr. Kissinger indicated he would like a paper by tomorrow (7
December),” Memorandum for Record, Washington Special Action Group

Meeting on Indo-Pakistan Hostilities, 6 December, 1971. Back to main text

“I wrote a letter to Brezhnev that left no doubt about my feelings: The objective
fact now is that Indian military forces are being used in an effort to impose political
demands and to dismember the sovereign state of Pakistan. It is also a fact that
your government has aligned itself with this Indian policy.... I am convinced that
the spirit in which we agreed that the time had come for us to meet in Moscow next
May requires from both of us the utmost restraint and the most urgent action to end
the conflict and restore territorial integrity in the sub-continent.” The Memoires of
Richard Nixon, p. 527. Back to main text

S50 FTE TCOFA T TISIALIR 7 (AT (@I 07 OFC2R G T
2B CTITSTT (SOR T TFIEHA 8T 27 €2 “Uniting for Peace’ Aaf® TG
21%° T HLR 71 T, OF U2 TEIFTS “afs S & [aea TiRel Afam 7
ST (Y | CTISCAB RTAfEror Jo2 42 Ao 92T T | 9 Aw(S Sl ALrel
IR (BTG (A (I T #I0F e 1= ets, Sifemizy STam weardl o1}
el AT T (19 ol HSALEF (3| Back to main text

Pakistan’s Crisis in Leadership, p. 174-5. Back to main text

“On December 7 Yahya informed us that East Pakistan was disintegrating.” The
White House Years, p. 901. Back to main text

Pakistan’s Crisis in Leadership, p. 174. Back to main text

9% SOTRE FIaeE W oitd Pt e e (e @ IeT7-“After 8 months
of escalating violence and military repression_after hundreds of thousands of
civilians have been killed in East Bengal and 10 million refugees have fled into
India_suddenly our national leadership recognises that war has swept over South
Asia.... But the facts, Mr. President, show that this war began not last week with
renewed military border crossings, nor last month with the escalating crossfire of
artillery between India and Pakistan: this war began on the bloody night of March
25 with the brutal suppression by Pakistan army of the free election it held in East
Bengal.... Now the administration tells us_8 months after March 25 that we should
condemn, not the repression of Pakistan army, but the response of India towards
an increasingly desperate situation on its eastern borders_a situation which our
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nation calculatedly ignored.... Over the weekend the administration has belatedly
turned to the United Nations, asking it to implement its peace-keeping
machinery_an initiative many of us supported months ago.... The problem is that
none of the resolutions, we have supported recognise the root of the crisis, the
interests of Bangladesh forces or the urgent need for political settlement. Our
Government and the UN must come to understand that the actions of Pakistan army
on the might of March 25 unleashed the forces in South Asia that have led to
war.”_Congressional Record_Senate, December 7, *71; p. 45126. Back to main
text

Congressional Record_Senate, December 9, *71; p. 45734-7. Back to main text

“On December 8, the high command seemed to have got so alarmed at the
complete collapse of the HQ Eastern Command, to give him an assurance that
Chinese activities had begun.” Pakistan’s Crisis in Leadership, p. 174. &8
(@@ ARG O BT T G2 bl OO KR Codl Il RS
IR @ T 1 @ R w51 @eieieTs 2forane feet: “Meanwhile the Chinese
continued their military preperations in the Himalayas. American spy satellites
collected radio transmissions several of which were particularly significant for the
experts who shifted through them. The CIA reported: ‘On 8 and 9 December an air
net terminal for Tibet and West China was noted passing hourly aviation reports to
Peking for 11 Chinese civil weather stations along routes and areas adjacent to the
border of India. The CIA commented: The continued passing of weather data for
these locations is considered unusual and may indicate some form of alert posture’.
The sky was clear, with no snowfall since November 21.... All of the passes on the
main routes from Tibet to India were open. More ominous, the CIA noted that a
‘war preparations’ effort had been observed in Tibet over several months, that he
157th Infantry Regiment of China’s 53rd Independent Infantry Division at Yatung,
Tibet, had recalled its personnel to carry out an “urgent mission”.... The Chinese
at Yatung were poised at the tip of a Tibetan finger jabbing southward between
Sikkim and Bhutan.” The Anderson Papers, p. 262. Back to main text

The Guardian, December 9, *71. Back to main text

“6. Assessing the situation in the West, General Ryan indicated that he did not see
the Indian pushing too hard this time, rather they seem to content with a holding
action.” Memorandum for Record, Subject: WSAG Meeting, 8 December,
>71. Back to main text

“7. Dr. Kissinger asked how long it would take to shift Indian forces from East to
West. General Ryan said it might take a reasonable long time to move all the forces,
but that the air borne brigade could be moved quickly, probably within a matter of
five or six days.” Ibid. Back to main text

“14. Kissinger suggested that the key issue if the Indian turn on West Pakistan is
Azad Kashmir. If the Indian smash the Pak air force and armoured forces we would
have a deliberate Indian attempt to force the disintegration of Pakistan. The
elimination of Pak armoured and air forces would make the Paks defenceless. It
would turn West Pakistan into a client state. The possibility elicits a number of
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questions. Can we allow a US ally to go down completely while we participate in
a blockade? Can we allow Indians to scare us off, believing that if US supplies are
needed they will not be provided”

“15. Mr. Sisco stated if the situation were to evolve as Dr. Kissinger had indicated
then, of course, there was serious risk to viability of West Pakistan. Mr. Sisco
doubted however that the Indians had this as their objective. He indicated that
Foreign Minister Singh told Ambassador Keating that India had no intention of
taking any Pak territory.” /bid. Back to main text

“24. Dr. Kissinger said that... we must look at the military supply situation. One
could make a case, he argued, that we have done everything two weeks too late in
the current situation.” /bid. Back to main text

The White House Years, p. 901. Back to main text

“But neither our briefings nor the overwhelming expression of world opinion
softended media or Congressional criticism. The New York Times ridiculed my
argument that a political accommodation with Yahya had been attainable. The
Washington Post continued to express its serious reservations about Mr. Nixon’s
pro-Pakistan policy.” Ibid, p. 902. Back to main text

“The source was also the source of the report in August which Kissinger labelled
as ‘fatuous’ that said that the Soviet viewed the Indo-Soviet Treaty as an
instrument of restrain on India.” Asian Survey, April 1980; p. 351. Back to main
text

“Later that afternoon (on December 9), I authorised Admiral Moorer to despatch
a task force of eight ships, including the nuclear aircraft carrier Enterprise, from
Vietnam to the Bay of Bengal.” The Memoires of Richard Nixon, p. 528. Back to
main text

“The cover story that the task force was sailing to evacuate Americans from Dacca
was still in gestation. Meanwhile the commander of Task Force 74, Rear Admiral
D. W. Cooper, put his ships on war time alert.... Another message stated the
mission of task force, although the priorities were juggled: ‘to form a contingency
evacuation force capable of helicopter evacuation of civilians, of self protection
and conducting naval, air and surface operations as directed by higher authority in
order to support US interests in the Indian ocean area.’” The task force’s nick name
was more blunt. It was Oh, Calcutta.” The Anderson Papers, p.266. Back to main
text

“Task Force 74... was spearheaded by world’s most powerful ship, the USS
Enterprise, a nuclear powered aircraft carrier with a crew of more than five
thousand, plus seventy-five planes and five helicopters. Also in the task force were
three guided missile destroyers, the King, Decatur, and Persons; four gun
destroyers, the Bausell, Orleck, McKean, and Anderson and the Tripoli, a
helicopter carrier, with twenty-five marine assault helicopters and two companies
of marines. Supply ships... were added later. They were ordered to assemble in the



R4¢

QY

244

2

9

Sel

b

bR

strait of Malacca. The first ships were expected to arrive there at 7.45 pm,
Washington time. December 12.” /bid, p. Back to main text

“He (the Governor) on the authority of the President of Pakistan called upon the
elected representatives of East Pakistan to arrange for the formation of a
Government in Dacca.... He called upon the UN to arrange for a peaceful transfer
of power and requested for an immediate cease-fire, repatriation with honour of
the Armed Forces of Pakistan to West Pakistan and similarly the repatriation of
West Pakistani civilians..., the safety of persons settled in East Pakistan since 1947
and lastly a guarantee against reprisals.” Pakistan’s Crisis in Leadership, p.
183. Back to main text

“The United Nation received an appeal from Major General Rao Farman Ali,
military adviser to the Governor of East Pakistan, asking for help in ending the war
on terms which clearly admitted a Pakistani defeat.... The Security Council had
however barely began to consider Farman Ali’s appeal when a message arrived
from President Yahya Khan asking that it be disregarded.” The Sunday Times,
December 12, °71. Back to main text

“Other diplomats stationed in Islamabad had an explanation for Yahya’s
intransigence. They insisted that after Yahya had given his permission for
surrender, he was told of Nixon’s decision to send part of the Seventh Fleet into
the Bay of Bengal to aid the Pakistanis. It was only then, the diplomats assert that
Yahya changed his mind. Throughout the war, and the incidents leading to it.
President Nixon tried to wear the mask of a peace maker while actually fanning
the flames of war.”_The Anderson Papers, p. 225-6. Back to main text

“On December 9, Vorontsov arrived with a long letter from Brezhnev.... He said
that the crux of the problem lay in finding ways to exert influence on Yahya Khan
to give up East Pakistan.” The Memoires of Richard Nixon, p. 527. Back to main
text

“I wrote another letter to Brezhnev, calling him to join me in ending the crisis,
before we ourselves were dragged into it.”_Ibid, p. 528. Back to main text

“I read Vorontsov the aid-memoire of November 5, 1962, in which the United
States promised assistance to Pakistan in case of Indian aggression. I warned him
that we would honour this pledge.” The White House Years, p. 905. (b
AR @ FFTITERE 36 PN AT 231 TR S5es A f"rwm
B 2 T 2T 0 IS AP AN AT AT 1 Back to

main text

“I told him (Huang Hua) of one reliable information of Indian plans to destroy
West Pakistan armed forces.” Ibid, p. 906. Back to main text

“Huang Hua now came to the real Chinese concern that a precedent was being set
up by which other countries might be dismembered by Indian Soviet collusion. 1
told him that the United States would not be indifferent to further Soviet moves.
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An attack on China especially would have grave consequences; indeed this was
why we had maintained so strong a stand in defiance of public opinion. Congress,
and the bulk of our bureaucracy. We had even moved our fleet towards the
threatened area.... Huang Hua said he would inform Premier Chou En-lai of our
views; he could tell me now, he added, that China would never stop fighting as
long as it had a rifle in its armory; it would surely increase its assistance to Pakistan.
I took this _as it turned out, wrongly to be an indication that China might intervene
militarily even at this late stage.” [bid, p. 906-7. Back to main text

“To increase the pressures on Soviets for a cease-fire | had Haig called Vorontsov

late on December 10 to tell him that the United States would taking strong
measures, including fleet movements, if we did not soon receive a satisfactory
reply to our proposal.” /bid, p. 907. Back to main text

“The Russian ship movements did not become a matter for consternation in
Washington until December 8 when intelligence suddenly realised that the new
vessels were in the Indian Ocean to augment, not replace, ships already there.
Communication intercepts showed the three new ships were five hundred miles
cast of Ceylon, and heading north in the Bay of Bengal. That put sixteen ships
reasonably near the combat area.” The Anderson Papers, p. 259-60. Back to main
text

Despatch from George Wilson of Washington Post; reprinted in Indian Express,
January 8, ’71. Back to main text

“We never imagined that the ‘tilt’ in favour of Pak was so much as to cause the
US Administration to intervene in the war with physical force. That was why we
did not attach very much importance to the signal we have intercepted at about
5:30 pm on 10 December to the effect that the US Navy was sending ships into the
Bay of Bengal, for possible withdrawal of Pak Army. I spoke to Admiral Nanda
regarding the 7th Fleet but he had heard no more than what was in the signal. We
ended out conversation on the note that we should not be surprised by anything
that happended from now onwards.” Vice Admiral N. Krishnan: No Way But
Surrender, p. 53. Back to main text

. fo1. €9, 9T AT, d2 (¥, 359¢ | Back to main text

“General A.A.K. Niazi, Eastern Army Commander, went to Dacca airport and told
reporters: I’ve come to show you I’ve not run away, Dacca will fall only over my
dead body.” The Observer, December 12, >71. Back to main text

The Daily Telegraph, December 13, >71. Back to main text

“The CIA report added ominously: ‘Pegov noted that a Soviet fleet is now in the
Indian Ocean and that the Soviet Union will not allow the Seventh fleet to
intervene.” Even allowing some bravado, it cannot be said that Russia is in the habit
of making empty pledges to its allies. And Pegov could back up his words with
steel.” The Anderson Papers, p. 266. Back to main text
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“Returning to Washington, I called Vorontsov to say that he had until noon on
December 12 or we proceed unilaterally.” The White House Years, p. 908. Back
to main text

“On December 12 at about ten in the morning the CGS sent a telephone message
in Pushto informing Niazi that friends (the words used were yellow nation and
white nation) were coming from north and south by mid-day on December
13.” Pakistan’s Crisis in Leadership, p. 186. Back to main text

The Times, December 13, ’71. Back to main text

“It is now known that on Sunday December 12, as the Indian columns were closing
in on Dacca... a group of senior Pak army officers and their civilian counterparts
met in the city’s Presidential residence. They put together the names of 250 peoples
to be arrested and killed, including the cream of Dacca’s professional circles not
already liquidated during the civil war. Their arrests were made on Monday and
Tuesday by marked bands of extreme right-wing Muslims belonging to an
organisation called the Al-Badar Razakar... Only hours before the official
surrender was signed (on 16th), the victims were taken in groups to the outskirts
of the city... where they were summarily executed.”  The Times, December 23,
’71. Back to main text
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main text

“The results of the day’s work were summed up by FOCEF in a signal to FOC-
IN-C EAST as follows:
BE PLEASED TO REPORT THAT THE END OF TWENTY-FOUR HOURS OF
CONTINUOUS SORTIES COMMENCING 11930 INVOLVING CONSTANT
ALIZE RECCE AND BOMBING AND TWENTY EIGHT HAWK SORTIES
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COX BAZAR AND CHITTAGONG AIRFIELD HAVE BEEN RENDERED
INOPERATE IN THE NEAR FUTURE. THERE IS NO MERCHANT SHIP OF
ANY SIZE IN THE CHITTAGONG HARBOUR OR APPROACHES WHICH
HAS NOT BEEN STRUCK AND INCAPACIATED. THERE IS A COMPLETE
ABSENCE OF SHIPPING ALONG THE ENTIRE COAST FROM CHALNA
EASTWARD THROUGH MEGHNA SANDWIP UPTO COX BAZAR AND
SOUTHWARD.” Vice-Admiral N. Krishnan: No Way but Surrender, p. 63. Back
to main text

“Mrs. Gandhi... told her audience at a New Delhi rally to prepare for ‘dark days
ahead’ and a possible prolonged conflict. ‘The dangers are increasing and not
lessening,” she said. She held out no hope of the early end to the war that so many
Indians, including the well informed, have expected.” Daily Telegraph, December
13,°71. Back to main text

Daily Telegraph, December 13, >71. Back to main text

“Without committing their forces to a pre-emptive strike, Russian leaders moved
ground and air forces into position along the Sinkiang border. Russia’s missile men
also received word to program their trajectories for Chinese targets.... Nikolay
Pegov, the Russian ambassador to New Delhi, told Indian officials not to worry
about a Chinese attack. If that should happen, he promised, the Russians would
mount a ‘diversionary action in Sinkiang.” The Anderson Papers, p. 262. Back
to main text

“Vorontsov interrupted with a phone call at 10:05 am to tell us that the Soviet
reply was on the way. It assured us that India had no aggressive designs in the
West_but again was silent on the key point: its territorial aims in Kashmir. We
decided that the best way to stress how gravely we took the crisis was for us to take
it to the United Nations.... Therefore at 11:30 am we sent a message, drafted by
Haig and me, on the Hot Line to Moscow to keep up the pressure. This was the
first use of Hot Line by the Nixon Administration.... The one page Hot Line
message declared that after waiting for seventy-two hours for a Soviet response...
the President had ‘set in train certain moves’ in the UN Security Council that could
not be reversed... Nixon’s message concluded: ‘I cannot emphasise too strongly
that time is of the essence to avoid consequence neither of us wanted.” The White
House Years, p. 909-10. Back to main text

“Just when we had finished despatching the Hot Line message to Moscow, we
received word that Huang Hua needed to see me with an urgent response from
Peking. It was unprecedented, the Chinese having previously always saved their
messages until we asked for a meeting.... We assumed that only a matter of gravity
could induce them in such a departure. We guessed that they were coming to the
military assistance of Pakistan, as I thought Huang Hua, forty-eight hours earlier,
had hinted they might. If so, we were on the verge of a possible showdown. For if
China moved military, the Soviet Union-according to all our information was
committed to use force against China... Nixon decided and I fully agreed that if
the Soviet threatened China we would not stand idly by.” /bid, p. 910. Back to
main text



Y0

(VlelV)

908

(Viel¢e

VoY

vo9q

YooY

(VIo)

90

“If the (Chinese) message contained what we both suspected and feared, Haig was
instructed to reply to the Chinese that we would not ignore Soviet intervention. To
provide some military means to give affect to our strategy and to reinforce the
message to Moscow, Nixon now ordered the carrier task force to proceed through
the Strait of Malacca and into the Bay of Bengal.? /bid, p. 910. Back to main text

“There were three other instances when I considered using nuclear weapons....
Finally there was 1971 the Indo-Pak war. After Mrs. Gandhi complete the
decimation of East Pakistan, she wanted to gobble up West Pakistan. Atleast that
is way I read it. The Chinese were climbing the walls. We were concerned that the
Chinese might intervene to stop India. We did not learn till later that they did not
have that kind of conventional capability. But if they did step in, and the Soviets
reacted, what would we do? There was no question what we would have
done.” Time, July 29, 1985, p. 27. Back to main text

“In the event, the Chinese message was not what we expected. On the contrary it
accepted the UN procedure and the political solution I had outlined to Huang Hua
forty-eight hours earlier asking for a cease-fire and withdrawal, but settling for a
standstill cease-fire.” The White House Years, p. 911. Back to main text

“We held it (the Seventh Fleet) east of Strait of Malacca, about twenty-four hours’
steaming distance from the Bay of Bengal, because [ wanted to consult the Chinese
before we made our nest move.”_The White House Years, p. 905. Back to main
text

“It (the Soviet reply) repeated what Vorontsov have already told us: the Soviets
were ‘conducting a clarification of all circumstances in India.” They would inform
us of the results without delay.” Ibid, p. 911. Back to main text

Pakistan’s Crisis in Leadership, p. 186. Back to main text

Daily Telegraph, December 14, *71. Back to main text

“In a statement the Government spokesman (in New Delhi) said, we still believe
China has nothing to gain by enlarging the conflict. While we are aware of certain
moves which the Chinese are making in certain areas, we still believe this must be
part of their effort designed to express political solidarity with Pakistan.” Daily
Telegraph, December 14, °71. Back to main text
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“We had to be ready to back up the Chinese if at the last moment they came in
after all, our UN initiative having failed.” The White House Years, p. 912. Back
to main text

AITOIFICE LIRS T oY APAICS: : “The Chinese played a very cautious

role in this period. They had troops poised on the Indian border, but they would
not take the risk of coming to the aid of Pakistan by attacking India, because they
understandably feared that the Soviet might use this action as an excuse for
attacking China. They consequently did nothing....”_Memoires of Richard Nixon,
p. 530. Back to main text

“They (Washington Officials) said the ships... could help to evacuate Pak forces
from the territory if a cease-fire were agreed. Observers in Washington believe that
the presence of Soviet warships in the Indian Ocean limits the possibilities of
American action in support of Pakistan.” The Times, December 16, *71. Back to
main text

“Dacca is a city awaiting destruction. No one knows how much damage the city

will sustain when the Indian Army opens its attack here but the Pakistani
Commanders are determined to fight as long as they can from their camp on the
outskirts and positions in public buildings... the scene here is strangely peaceful
inspite of the approach of Indian force.” Washington Post, December 14,
>71. Back to main text

The Times, December 15, 1971. Back to main text

“Mr. A.M. Malik, the Governor, wrote the draft of his Cabinet resignation letter to
President Yahya with a shaking ballpoint on a scrap of office paper as the Indian
MIG 21s destroyed his official residence.... Surrounded by his ministers, Mr. Malik
showed the draft to Mr. John Kelly, a UN official, and to Mr. Gavin Young of the
Observer, who had been trapped with him in his bunker by an air raid.... All
morning Mr. Malik and his Cabinet had been unable to decide whether to resign or
hang on. The Indian air raids finally decided him.... The resignation effectively
throws all responsibility for a last-ditch stand on the East Pakistan Army
Commander Lt. General A.A.K. Niazi, who yesterday vowed to fight to the last
man.” The Times, December 15, °71. Back to main text

“You have now reached a stage where further resistance is no longer humanly
possible nor will it serve any useful purpose. It will only lead to further loss of
life and destruction. You should now take all necessary measures to stop the
fighting and preserve the lives of all armed forces personnel, all those from West
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Pakistan and all loyal elements.” Pakistan’s Crisis in Leadership, p. 187. Back
to main text

“On December 14 at 3 am Vorontsov came in to hand Al Haig a formal Soviet
note. A nine-page hand-written memorandum professed to see a considerable
rapprochement of our positions. It reported ‘firm assurance by the Indian
leaderships that India has no plans of seizing West Pakistani territory’.... It was
silent on the subject of a cease-fire.” The White House Years, p. 912. Back to
main text

“The Soviet Government newspaper Izvestia last night referred to ‘the
administration of the Republic of Bangladesh beginning to work in liberated
areas’.... This was the clearest indication so far of Soviet diplomatic support for the
Indian recognition of Bangladesh.” The Times, December 15, ’71. Back to main
text

“At 6:30 pm on December 14, General Niazi... appeared at the American consulate
general in Dacca seeking help. He wanted the Indians for a cease-fire... US Consul
General Herbert Spivack followed protocol to the letter and sent Niazi’s plea to
Washington for rebroadcasting. It was received in the State Department at 7:45
pm, Dacca time, The State Department, despite its public pleas for peace, did not
expedite General Niazi’s cease-fire message. The Cable was forwarded to
Ambassador Farland in Islamabad, to have him cheek with Yahya.... It was 3:30
am in Dacca before Washington received sufficient confirmation from
Islamabad.... The message was finally sent to Ambassador Keating in New Delhi,
where it was received at 12:56 pm. It took another hour and a half to decode the
message, locate Indian officials and deliver it to them.... Meanwhile the White
House had a twenty-one hour headstart in its efforts to disguise the efforts it had
been making to assist Pakistan.” The Anderson Paper, p. 267-8. Back to main
text

“It is understood that this offer did not include a surrender but proposed the
withdrawal of Pakistan units, with their weapons, from Dacca southwards to the
ports, there they would be evacuated to West Pakistan under American
protection.”  Daily Telegraph, December 16, ’71. Back to main text

“The Pakistanis are seeking to negotiate separate terms in the East so as to be able
to continue fighting in the West.” The Times, December 16, *71. Back to main
text

“Since you have indicated your desire to stop fighting, I expect you to issue orders

to all forces under your command in Bangladesh to cease-fire immediately to my
advancing forces wherever they are located.” ‘General Manekshaw’s message
further stated:” Immediately I receive a positive response from you I shall direct
Gen. Aurora, Chief of Indian and Bangladesh Forces on the eastern front to refrain
from all air and ground action against your force.” Daily Telegraph, December 16,
’71. Back to main text
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“In the northern area of Dacca, five bunkers had been seen with civilian hostages

tied on the top of them to prevent attack.” The Guardian, December 16,°71. Back
to main text

“The sky was full of Indian fighter-bombers blasting at targets in the city where it

was thought he (Niazi) might have moved his headquarters. One diplomat who
spoke to him this morning said he was near breaking-point. Perhaps this what the
Indian Air force is after.” Pooled Despatch from Dacca, Daily Telegraph,
December 16, °71. Back to main text
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SIrepT#e RfeTCe 22 Srvem JeT & “The PAKISTAN Eastern Command
agree to surrender all Pakistan Armed Forces in BANGLADESH to Lieutenant-
General JAGJIT SINGH AURORA, General Officers Commanding in Chief of the
INDIAN and BANGLADESH Forces in the Eastern Theatre. This surrender
includes all PAKISTAN land, air and naval forces as also all para-military forces
and civil armed forces. These forces will lay down their arms and surrender at the
place where they are currently located to the nearest regular troops under the
Command of Lieutenant-General JAGJIT SINGH AURORA” INSTRUMENT OF
SURRENDER. Back to main text
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pleased to confirm the minutes and decisions in respect of the subject
‘Civil Administrative Set-up in Liberated Bangladesh’ taken in the
meeting held on November 22, 1971. In this regard it was pointed out that
a few of the terms of reference given to the Secretaries’ sub-committee
overlapped with those given to the planning Cell and hence there was need
for very close co-ordination between the two.... It was decided that the
Secretaries’ Sub-committee would submit their report direct to the Cabinet
and the Planning Cell would also do the same separately so that the Cabinet
could have two separate sets of reports and recommendations before
them.” Back to main text
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#faf*18 5 B85 Back to main text

“It is estimated that there are between 15 and 20 million refugees inside
the new republic of Bangladesh. India is insisting, somewhat
unrealistically, that 9 million refugees inside her territory must return
across the border by the end of January. This means that over the next few
months the Government of Bangladesh has to try to cope with nearly 30
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million refugees.... There is no infrastructure at all, communications,
roads, bridges, transport have been destroyed.... There is immediate
shortage of 4 million tons of grains.”-The Guardian, December 22, 71.
Back to main text
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“Despite hourly appeals over the Radio that Mukti Fauj Guerrillas should
hand in their arms some thousands of youngmen are still roaming in the
streets with AK47s and stenguns which they have taken from Pak soldiers
and police and army depots.... An Australian reporter said he had seen...
boys of school-age were rampaging through the streets with guns firing
wildly into the air.”-Clare Hollingworth, Sunday Telegraph, December 19,
>71. Back to main text

“The Indian Army’s struggle to restore normal life to Dacca without acting
as an occupation force is proving for more difficult task than invasion,
according to more than one General. The city is without petrol, short of
food, lacking about 80 per cent of local telephone service which was
destroyed during the fighting. A handful of Bengali police have returned...
Indian patrols are attempting to stop looting of house and shops, and have
established road checks, not only to look for arms, but so recover some
thousands of private cars stolen by the armed rabble calling themselves
Mukti Fauj Guerrillas.”-Clare Hollingworth, Daily Telegraph, December
21,°71. Back to main text

“Mukti Bahini Guerrillas have threatened to attack the Red Cross-
protected Inter-continental Hotel, unless the former Governor of East
Pakistan. Dr. A. M. Malik who is sheltering there, is handed over to them
as a war criminal. For the moment, the Indian Army has talked the
guerrillas out of attacking, but the situation is highly charged. The Red
Cross and the Mukti Bahini were in desperate conference this afternoon.
The young Mukti Bahini leaders say they have no control over their
followers now.”-The Guardian, December 18, ’71. Back to main text

“With public opinion inflamed by the discovery of the massacre by
Pakistani irregulars of more than 200 Bengali intellectuals in the last days
of the war, it was feared that armed bands roaming the streets would step
up their campaign of vengeance against collaborators with the
Pakistanis.”-Daily Telegraph, December 20, *71. Back to main text

“The problems the Indian army has over caring for its prisoners of war
pales beside that of controlling Mr. Siddiqui, a castro-like former student,
who is already known as the ‘Tiger of Tangail” with 16,000 Mukti Bahini
under his command... Saturdays bayoneting, when the four bound
prisoners were cold-bloodedly hacked to death by Mukti soldiers and Mr.
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Siddiqui, has received world-wide publicity and clearly put the Indian
army in a dilemma. The army is concerned not to assume the
responsibilities of an occupying army imposing law and order. On the
other hand, it is law and order that Bangladesh needs and the Indian army
is the only body strong enough to provide it.... But Mr. Siddiqui is a
powerful figure. By moving against him, the Army is risking incurring the
hostility of a large sector of the Bangladesh people.”-The Times, December
21,°71. Back to main text
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Sunday Times, December 19, ’71. Back to main text

“East Pakistan is an inseparable and indissoluble part of Pakistan’, the
President (Bhutto) went on. He was convinced the people wanted to
remain part of Pakistan. He was prepared to meet the leaders of East
Pakistan to discuss a negotiated settlement provided this was done within
the framework of one Pakistan and without foreign interference and
without occupation by Indian forces. ‘Indian forces must vacate my
motherland. Indian forces must vacate East Pakistan’, added Mr.
Bhutto.”-The Times, December 21, °71. Back to main text

The Financial Times, December 22, >71 Back to main text

The Times, December 23, ’71. Back to main text

The Guardian, December 24, >71. Back to main text

The Times, December 28, *71. Back to main text

“Nothing can be more ridiculous than the suggestion that, after all that has
happended in the past nine months, Sheikh Mujib can now be persuaded
to consider a settlement within the framework of Pakistan’, (said
Tajuddin). He said that the original demand for autonomy within the
framework of Pakistan had been raised by the Awami League as a whole,
but the demand for independence grew when Pakistan not only refused to
grant autonomy but also unleashed a reign of terror on the people of East
Bengal.... Nothing could undo what had been accomplished.”-The Times,
December 23, °71. Back to main text

“Mr. Tajuddin Ahmed, the Prime Minister of Bangladesh Government,
recognised by India, is more forthrightly secessionist in his outlook than
was Sheikh Mujib. But he and his colleagues have been living under Indian
patronage for months past and may be unwilling to enter into negotiations
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without some recognition to their status. There is thus the more reason to
bring Sheikh Mujib back into play both because he cannot be regarded as
a tool of the Indians and because he will be needed to restore sense of unity
after the tensions created in the past eight months in East
Pakistan.”-Editorial, The Times, December 16, *71. Back to main text

“The US Secretary of State Mr. William Rogers had termed the events in
East Pakistan as a hopeless aspect of American policy in 1971, according
to VOA broadcast. Speaking at a press conference (on 23rd December)
Mr. Rogers said that the United States was not in commitment for one
Pakistan. But the US Government, he continued, does not want separation
between the two wings of the country.”-Bangladesh Observer, December
25,°71. Back to main text

“Mr. Bhutto was well aware that the new course of relationship between
the East and West Pakistan would be determined mainly by Sheikh Mujib
who was the elected leader of the people of East Pakistan. How far would
he be overwhelmed and conditioned by the circumstances in East Pakistan
under Indian occupation was anybody’s guess. But Mr. Bhutto acted under
one single influence. Mujib must at once reach his people and chalk out
the future course of events. Therefore the first thing Mr. Bhutto did was to
meet Sheikh Mujib and release him. Mujibur Rahman seems to have left
the impression that once back with his people and in a position to act
independently, he would be willing to talk to the political leaders in the
West and help resolve the future relations between the East and the
West.”-Pakistan’s Crisis in Leadership, p. 250. Back to main text

“35. Dr. Kissinger inquired about a possible famine in East Pakistan. Mr.
Williams (of USAID) said that we will not have a massive problem at this
time, but by next spring this will quite likely be the case. Dr. Kissinger
asked whether we will be asked to bail out Bangladesh. Mr. Williams said
that the problem would not be terribly great if we could continue to funnel
140 (thousand) tons of food a month through Chittagong, but at this time
nothing is moving. He further suggested that Bangladesh will need all
kinds of help in the future, to which Ambassador Johnson added that
Bangladesh will be an ‘international basket case’. Dr. Kissinger said,
however, it will not necessarily be our basket case. Mr. Williams said that
there is going to be need of massive assistance and resettling of refugees,
transfers of population and feeding the population. Dr. Kissinger suggested
that we ought to start studying this problem right now.”-Excerpt from the
Memorandum for Record, WSAG Meeting on Indo-Pakistan Hostilities, 6
December 1971. Back to main text
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The Bangladesh Observer, December 24, °71. Back to main text

“As the Awami League bandwagon started to roll in 1969 many
businessmen who had risen up the ladder under the benediction of the
Ayub regime felt the need to restore their political cover and sought to buy
their way into the party.... The old and the new business interests, however
tended to keep a low profile in 1969 and 1970 where in fact the party was
directing its appeal to the masses. When the party manifesto was framed
in mid-1970 the task was entrusted to those who were ideologically to the
left of the centre of the party. They in turn invoked the assistance of a
group of Bengali intellectuals who wrote in the more radical clauses in the
manifesto including the nationalisation clauses and the identification of the
party with more radical goals. The manifesto itself drew inspiration form
the 6-point/11-point programme which had already become a popular
rallying point. Its radicalism was thus already contained in the political
rhetoric projected by the party leadership and cadres. It was expected that
the radical components of the manifesto would be challenged in the
Awami League general meeting in August 1970 to discuss and ratify the
manifesto, since this would have converted popular rhetoric into formal
political commitments. No such challenge came because Sheikh Mujib had
given his blessings to the manifesto and the conservatives did not feel they
could tackle the radical mood of the party militants. The manifesto was
thus passed without discussion....”-Rehman Sobhan & Muzaffer Ahmad:
Public Enterprise in an Intermediate Regime; p. 87. Back to main text

The Bangladesh Observer, December 26, *71. Back to main text

Ibid, December 27, >71. Back to main text

“With the prospect of liberation coming nearer, a plan was drawn up to
rechannel this youth force into a productive disposition to suit post-
liberation needs. Within a week of its return to Dacca the Government
announced its scheme for forming the National Militia comprising all
freedom fighters shorn of any partisan or factional bias.... The
Governmental announcement refrained from calling for the surrender of
arms, as it retained the risk of meeting a limited success. Instead the
scheme proceeded from the assumption of an imperative need for creation
of political trust amongst political parties whose affiliates were in
possession of most these arms.

“A multi-party command structure was constituted to initiate a programme
with a built-in arrangement for progressive reduction of the size of the
National Militia itself. The plan was simple: once the roll had been called,
more than 50% of the members, who had been students before March, were
expected to go back to their studies with some medal or decorations but
leaving their arms behind in the militia armoury, and the same was
expected from another 10% who had been employed in factories and
offices prior to the beginning of the struggle. From the pool of freedom
fighters who were left behind, approximately 40,000 were needed for
rebuilding the shattered police and border force as well as the putative
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army. Eventually the size of National Militia was expected to come down
to 30,000 or even below, once the situation permitted the weeding out of
unreliable elements.... It also looked into the possibilities of refusal to join
the militia by any freedom fighter or groups of them.”

“An understanding on this issue among the main political parties... and
their student affiliates was thought to be the answer. Whilst the political
pool could furnish intelligence, the National Militia itself was expected to
provide the muscle.”-Muyeedul Hasan: Politics in Post-insurgent
Bangladesh, 1974. Back to main text
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Bangladesh Observer, December 27, 71. Back to main text
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“Mustaq Ahmed... said the people of Bangladesh will never forget the
material and moral support given by India during the long nine months
during our struggle for independence. ‘The Indian Government had to
forego her development programmes to feed the uprooted people of
Bangladesh’.... In this connection he referred to the Soviet role in the UN
and said that the great Soviet people from the beginning of the
independence struggle of Bangladesh had stood by the struggling people....
The Foreign Minister condemned the Chinese and the American
Administration for their nefarious role in the Bangladesh independence
movement and said that their imperialist attitude was laid bare during all
these days. He said that Nixon Administration had played an evil role both
inside and outside the UN and added that its shameful support to the
military junta of Yahya Khan was aimed at suppressing the independence
movement of Bangladesh.”-Bangladesh Observer, December 24, ’71.
Back to main text

The Statesman, December 23, °71. Back to main text

“After upheaval the bulk of the people have simply had enough and want
to get back to the simple varieties and routines. There is no police force to
speak of-just a few white uniformed men directing the almost non-existent
traffic but day time traffic clanks on regardless. Dacca is not a city for
evening strolls, admittedly, but you certainly don’t feel any sense of threat
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during the day.... The durability of the present reasonably-ordered situation
depends entirely on the leadership offered by the men now in power, and
their ability to hold back the pressure towards further upheaval is the real
enigma in Bangladesh.”-The Guardian, December 30, *71.

“While order is maintained in the main streets in Dacca by the police, with
the Indian Army in the background, the Mukti Fauj guerrillas are largely
in control of the countryside. Former guerrillas with their rifle slung
behind their chair sit at desks in the administrative offices and police
stations. In some districts they are efficient and have reestablished law and
order so successfully that shops have began to open and local business has
resumed.... In other village a rabble of armed youths calling themselves
freedom fighters have taken over. Bodies are not buried, looting continues
and inhabitants dare not return from their wartime hiding place.”-The
Daily Telegraph, December 30, *71. Back to main text

The Statesman, December 28, *71. Back to main text

Bangladesh Observer, December 27, 71. Back to main text

Bangladesh Observer, January 1, °72. Back to main text

Bangladesh Observer, January 8, *72. Back to main text

Guardian, December 30, >71. Back to main text

Bangladesh Observer, January 2, *72. Back to main text

Bangladesh Observer, January 4, *72. Back to main text

“Mr. Bhutto said that he had told Sheikh Mujib that he was at liberty, and
free to leave Pakistan, there are some ‘formalities’ to go through first.
Some diplomats here believe Sheikh Mujib will leave for Dacca within a
few weeks, having made no commitment, or only the most tentative
commitment to raise the question of continuing link with West Pakistan....
Most important, even if the Sheikh were inclined to think in terms of some
kind of link, he could never make a commitment to that before returning
to Dacca and attempting to establish control in the Awami League. The
most that has been hoped for, most diplomats believe, in some discreet
agreement over later talks, after Sheikh Mujibur Rahman’s return to East
Bengal.”-Martin Woollacott, Guardian, December 28, *71. Back to main
text

Bangladesh Observer, January 4, >72. Back to main text

“The Sheikh told his vast audience that before he left for London, Mr.
Bhutto had requested him to consider if some sort of a link between
Bangladesh and West Pakistan was possible. He told, ‘I told Mr. Bhutto



that I will have to discuss it with my people. Now, all of you present please
note what I tell him; the link has been snapped. From now on, we will have
nothing to do with you.”-The Statesman, January 11, *72; (Bangladesh
Documents, Vol. 11, p. 410). Back to main text
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Excerpt from the paper reviewed for The Ripon Society by J. Lee
Auspitz, President, Ripon Society; Stephen A. Marglin, Professor
of Economics, Harvard University; and Gustav F. Papenek,
Lecturer on Economics and former Director, Development
Advisory Service, Harvard University

In many ways East and West Pakistan have never been one country.
Even at its strongest, the bond between East and West Pakistan was
somewhat tenuous. They are physically more than 1,000 miles apart,
the people speak different languages, have different cultures and
different economics. They have in common religion, a short history,
and the same Central Government.

Since the formation of the state of Pakistan 24 years back, the
East Bengalis have derived little benefit from the association other
than a limited sense of security that the Hindu landlords would not
be able to return and repossess the land.

It has become increasingly apparent that the economic and
political interests of the East Pakistanis have been systematically
subordinated to those of West Pakistan. Even the Central
Government’s highest planning authority was forced to take official
notice of the widening economic disparities between the two regions.
A recent report by a panel of experts to the Planning Commission of
the Government of Pakistan showed that, while average (per capita)
income in the West was 32% higher than in the East in 1959-60, the
disparity had almost doubled to 61% ten years later in 1969-70.

The Central Government’s instruments of tariffs, import controls,
industrial licensing, foreign aid budgeting, and investment allocation
have been used to direct investment and imports to develop high-cost
industries in West Pakistan whose profitability is guaranteed by an
East Pakistan market held captive behind tariff walls and import
quotas. Though 60% of all Pakistanis live in the East, its share of
Central Government development expenditure has fluctuated
between a low of 20% during 1950/51-1954/55 and a high of 36% in
the period 1965/66-1969/70. East Pakistan’s share of private
investment has averaged less than 25%. Historically 50% to 70% of
Pakistan’s export earnings have been earned by East Pakistan’s
products, mainly jute, hides and skins. Yet its share of foreign
imports (which are financed by export earnings and foreign aid) has
remained between 25% and 30%. Basically, the East’s balance of
payments surplus has been used to help finance the West’s deficit on
foreign account leading to a net transfer of resources, estimated by
an official report to be approximately 2.6 billion over the period
1948/49 to 1968/69.



The subordination of the East’s economic interests has been
accomplished by the overwhelming concentration of governmental
authority in the hands of West Pakistanis.

After the military regime of Ayub Khan took power in 1958, the
East has had little political representation in the Centre. Only
cooperative Bengalis were appointed to political office, and in the
powerful Civil Service. Bengalis held only a small fraction of the
positions. Under-representation of Bengalis in the army was even
more severe, believed to be 10% or less.
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PROCLAMATION OF INDEPENDENCE ORDER, dated April
10, 1971: TEXT OF PROCLAMATION
Press report on April 18, 1971

Mujeeb Nagar (Bangla Desh)

The proclamation of independence order, which was issued on April
10 shall be deemed to have come into effect from March 26, 1971.
The text is as follows:

“The proclamation of independence order, dated 10th day of April
1971

“Whereas free elections were held in Bangla Desh from 7th
December, 1970 to 17th January 1971, to elect representatives for the
purpose of framing a Constitution, and

“whereas at these elections the people of Bangla Desh elected 167
out of 169 representatives belonging to the Awami League, and
whereas Gen. Yahya Khan summoned the elected representatives of
the people to meet on the 3rd March, 1971, for the purpose of framing
a constitution, and

“whereas the Assembly so summoned was arbitrarily and illegally
postponed for indefinite period, and

“whereas instead of fulfilling their promise and while still conferring
with the representatives of people of Bangla Desh, Pakistan
authorities declared an unjust and treacherous war, and

“Whereas in the facts and circumstances of such treacherous conduct
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, the undisputed leader of 75
millions of people of Bangla Desh, in due fulfilment of the legitimate
right of self-determination of the people of Bangla Desh, duly made
declaration of independence at Dhaka on March 26, 1971; and
integrity of Bangla Desh, and

Whereas in the conduct of a ruthless and savage war the Pakistani
authorities committed and are still committing numerous acts of
genocide and unprecedented tortures, amongst others on the civilian
and unarmed people of Bangla Desh, and



“Whereas the Pakistan Government by levying an unjust war and
committing genocide and by other repressive measures made it
impossible for the elected representatives of the people of Bangla
Desh to meet and frame a Constitution, and give to themselves a
government and

“Whereas the people of Bangla Desh by their heroism, bravery and
revolutionary fervour have established effective control over the
territories of Bangla Desh,

We the elected representatives of the people of Bangla Desh, as
honour bound by the mandate given to us by the people of Bangla
Desh whose will is supreme duly constituted ourselves into a
Constituent Assembly, and having held mutual consultations, and in
order to ensure for the people of Bangla Desh equality, human
dignity and social justice,

“Declare and constitute Bangla Desh to be sovereign people’s
Republic and thereby confirm the declaration of independence
already made by Banga Bandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, and

“Do hereby confirm and resolve that till such time as a constitution
is framed, Banga Bandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman shall be the
President of the Republic and that Syed Nazrul Islam shall be the
Vice-President of the Republic and that the President, shall be the
Supreme commander of all the armed forces of the Republic, shall
exercise all the executive and legislative powers of the Republic
including the power to grant pardon, shall have the power to appoint
a Prime Minister and such other Ministers as he considers necessary,
shall have the power to levy taxes and expend monies, shall have the
power to summon and adjourn the constituent Assembly, and do all
other things that may be necessary to give to the people of Bangla
Desh an orderly and just government.

“We the elected representatives of the people of Banga Desh do
further resolve that in the event of there being no President or the
President being unable to enter upon his office or being unable to
exercise his powers and duties due to any reason whatsoever, the
Vice-President shall have and exercise all the powers, duties and
responsibilities herein conferred on the President,

“We further resolve that we undertake to observe and give effect to
all duties and obligations devolved upon us a member of the family
of nations and by the Charter of the United Nations, we further
resolve that this proclamation of independence shall be deemed to
have come into effect since 26th day of March, 1971.



“We further resolve that to give effect to this our resolution, we
authorise and appoint Prof. M. Yusuf Ali, our duly constituted
potentiary to give to the President and Vice-President oaths of
office”.

(THE SUNDAY STANDARD-April 18, 1971.)
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INTRODUCTION

1. The liberation war has gone on for last six months. It is time to
assess the progress in the field, isolate and analyse failings and
problems, if any, and work out plans to speed up progress of the war to
achieve our goal of complete independence of Bangladesh within the
shortest possible time. To enable us to draw up a viable plan it is
essential to first study our achievements/fallings as they stand today.

2. During the last six months progress in the field has varied widely and
gone through phases of ups and downs. However, it can be broadly said
that though we have inflicted a degree of damage on the enemyj, it is far
short of what we should have achieved. In fact, from the study of the
sitreps a positive decline in our war effort and success becomes
evidently clear.

3. Our effort in the field, for the purpose of analytical study can be
broken up as follows:

a. Raising of Bde and its ops - We have raised a bde with threes E
Bengal Bns, These Bns, however, had only 50 or less of the
original troops. Therefore, short.. fall had to be made up by
milking troops such as EPR, Mujahids and Ansars from
Sectors. This did not provide the standard of troops we required
for regular bns. The bde started its training in the month of July
and has been under training for 3 months. With this short
training and shortage of offts the ops efficiency of the bde can
not assessed as very high. In any case, without armour, it is
incapable of launching major offensive and therefore, the
thought of liberating a lodgement area and to hold it, is not



practicable. For all this period the bde has not been effectively
utilised and cannot be utilised effectively in near future for the
role it has been raised,

b. Sector Troops

During early stage of the liberation war, the sector troops were
operating reasonably well. However, with the milking of best.
troops from the sectors for bde, the effectiveness of the sector
troops decreased significantly. Some of the EPR, Mujahids and
Ansars who were left behind are old and have lost their
usefulness as ops troops. In fact a number of them while going
inside for ops have been indulging in loot, rape etc. Their ops,
therefore, has been counter productive and has turned a large
section of people, particularly in the border region where they
have been operating, against us. The state of discipline of the
sector troops is also very poor and is not conducive to the
successful launching of ops. At best they can be utilised in
defensive role provided they are not subjected to heavy enemy
offensive.

Guerilla Ops

The guerillas have been trained since the month of May,
initially at the rate of 5 thousands per month. The figure is now
20 thousand per month. Till to date approximately 13 thousand
guerillas have been inducted inside. However, the result
expected out of them has not been realised. In fact their
performance has been disappointing. Some of the guerillas are
indulging in loot and other anti-social activities, some are
sitting idle, some are carrying out very insignificant ops like
cutting telephone lines and only 15 to 20 per cent guerillas are
carrying out proper operation. Even the effectiveness of these
guerillas is negligible because of lack of co-ordinated ops.

Org and leadership: Another factor which has contributed
towards the poor performance of the guerillas is that the
recruitment of guerillas has not been carried out properly and
therefore right materials have not selected and trained.

The selection of guerillas has been indifferent. As a result there
are large number of people, who have joined only to have
means of livelihood, or to get arms for anti-social activities or
for self protection.

4. The over all Result Achieved




From the above it can be seen the total force available at our disposal
have not been operating effectively. Absence of an overall planning and
realistic allocation of priorities are some of pain factors responsible for
the above. The complete absence of contact between the forces HQ and
the forces in the field is another factor which is in no less measure
responsible for the above. At the present we are hardly killing any
Pakistani troops and maximum efforts have been diverted in killing
Rajakars or other civilians - our own people. To set an example it can be
mentioned that in Vietnam. vietcong very rarely killed peace guards.
They won them over. It will now take a major effort only to arrest this
downward trend of our ops and, therefore, necessitates an immidiate
review of the entire ops plain and to reallocate priorities if required, to
be able to reverse this downward trend and to step up the ops to inflict
the desired rate of attrition on the enemy.

5. Allocation of Priorities

In this war we have faced with an enemy who is very well trained,
well equipped and resourceful. We will need a force of 15 Divisions of
troops to be able to defeat the enemy in a conventional war. This is
impracticable and needs no further consideration Therefore, we have to
base our war strategy primarily on the unconventional war. It is
therefore, essential that the guerilla ops is accorded the highest priority.
Normally the guerilla op starts with the nucleus of a handful of hard core
dedicated men and the leadership automatically evolves over a period of
tine. We have to wage this war to a successful conclusion within e small
time frame for obvious reason. In our case therefore, we have to induct
guerillas and the leadership.

Considering the limited time available at our disposal, we will be able to
achieve this by inducting our regular forces into Coy/ Pl groups
alongwith their commanders inside Bangladesh. This coy or pl group
will not have any firm base, but keep on operating exactly like guerillas.
With this hard core nucleus alongside, the other guerillas will operate
with greater confidence and under effective direction and control with
the availability of Coy/Pl. It will be possible to successfully take on
larger tasks thus creating a sense of confidence both among the guerillas
and the local populace. This way, the guerillas will be able to increase
our area of influence, thus successfully liberating larger areas without
resorting to set piece conventional battle.

6. Recruitment

One of the pre-requisites or success of guerilla ops is that the right



material is trained and inducted. Only the most dedicated and motivated
youths can provide this. It will. therefore, entail certain changes in our
recruitment system. It has been experienced in the past that to recruit
such large number of youths, employment of professionals are essential.
It is not possible for our political leaders such as MNA/MPA to devote
whole time for recruitment only. Therefore it is necessary that
enthusiastic and energatic people are employed to carry out the
recruitment properly and selectively.

7. Leadership

Inspite of induction of bns inside we will still be short of leaders of
guerillas at various levels. We are expecting to receive approximately 60
offrs in the 1st week of Oct 71. These offrs should be initially posted to
the sectors for gaining experience. After 2 to 3 weeks of ops in the
sectors, most of these offrs should be inducted inside to provide
leadership. In addition, volunteer and enthusiastic MNAs/MPAs and
political workers should be trained in guerilla warfare and inducted
inside as guerilla leaders.

7. Sector ops

While the guerilla will operate inside we must keep the border alive
with ops so that the enemy is unable to pull out troops from the border
for re-inforcement inside against our guerilla ops. Sector ops will ensure,
besides causing damage and harassment to enemy, tieing up of number
of troops along the border. Because of the delay in launching of
guerillas, we have a large number of guerillas still waiting to be
launched. At any one time, we will have 15 thousand to 20 thousand
guerillas awaiting on the border.

If these guerillas are used effectively as sector troops, the number of ops
carried out would be large enough to inflict the desired rate of
hasrrassment and attrition on the enemy and will tie down a large
number of en troops alongwith the border and in fact

drawing more, from inside, as the war progressess.

8. Brigades

As the utility of Bde and Bns are very limited at present, these
regular troops should go in Coy/P1 group to form the nucleus of guerilla
ops. These regular units, must be connected with wrls communication so
that they can be regrouped in the shortest possible time. The wrls
communication will also ensure proper coord of guerilla activities.



9. Overall Plan

Overall plan should be to base our war strategy primarily on guerilla
ops. Nucleus and leadership of guerilla ops should be provided by
regular bns in Coy/Pl groups inducting inside. They will also direct and
co-ordinate activities of the guerillas. Remaining gap in the leadership
should be filled in by inducting the newly trained offts and by trained
MNAs/MPAs/Political workers. While the guerillas will tie down, large
number of forces inside, the sector ops must be on full swing to ensure
tieing of a large number of enemy forces on the border. This will ensure
wide disposal of enemy in smalller strength thus offering small and weak
targets to us. The regular forces operating inside as guerillla should have
wrls communication so that they are capable of concentrating large
forces for ops inside and also to be able to be regroup themselves into
Bn or Bde for launching regular ops. In order to get the best material for
successful ops inside, recruitment must be carried out in close coord
with the Youth Camp org and through professionals whole time
employed for this purpose. We are short of certain basic as well as
sophisticated wpns. With some sophisticated wpns the guerilla activities
can be subtaintially stepped up. The fund raised by Bangladesh nationals
abroad, should be immediately utilised to procure basic as well as
sophisticated wpns at the earliest.

TOPSECRET
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Excerpt from the letter dated 12%. July *71 from Mr. Zahur Ahmed
Chowdhury, convener, Bangladesh Liberation Council, Eastern Zone,
addressed to the Prime Minister (by name).

3. Zonal Administrative Committee

Whatever has been attained by us has been done in the face of
these hindrances as well as the major hindrance due to the lack of your
formal authorisation of the political entity of the Council of
Representatives of this zone. Your authorisation of Mr. M. R. Siddiqui
personally was certainly a beneficial act in the beginning. During his
frequent and long absence however the lack of authorisation of our
council gives rise to a serious vacuum as you may recall from my past
letters. Whereas we observed all the formalities in the formation of this
Zonal Council. The first meeting of the General Council members was
held on 14. 5. 71. and attended by 55 MNAs & MPAs of the zone who
elected me as an the convener with five district representative as member
of the High Powered Political Committee of the Eastern zone.

Upon the advise of Mr. Mizanur Rahman, Organisation secretary, a
second meting of the General council was held on 19. 6. 71. It was
attending by 71 MNAS/MPAS. The body was rounded as Bangladesh
Liberation Council, Eastern zone, with the office bearers as follows.

1. Mr. Zahur Ahmed, Chowdhury, Convenor, (representing
Chittagong Hill Tracts and Chittagong City) in-charge of political

activities.

2. Mr. M. R. Siddiqui, representing Chittagong District, in charge of
finance.

3. Mr. Nurul Hug Chowdhury, representing Noskhali District in-
charge of war effectorts.

4. Mr. Zohurul Quium, representing Comilla District, in charge of
Press, Publicity and Youth Camp.

5. Mr. Farid Gazi representing Sylhet, in charge of Administration.

6. Mr. Shamsuzoha representing Dacca District. In charge of Relief &
Rehabilitation.



7. Mr. A. Q. Makhan representing Students Action Committee

Not only has the Council followed the usual formalities in the
formation, and not only it had to work that under the hindrance
mentioned above, but yet I recall with gratitude the general satisfaction
with our work. As desired by you. I am arranging to formally rename the
body as “Zonal Administrative council” and I hope you will accord it
your long due authorisation at the earliest date.

As for your suggestion to keep the students out of this Council I
would again request you to consider that we have attained a lot in terms
of united action with the support of students by associating their
representative in our council. The division that will be created by
discarding the student representative at this stage will be almost suicidal
for us. The most vital weapon in our hands today is the youth, and a
dissatisfaction of the student community will have the most serious
repercussions in this regard. I shall therefore request you to allow this
arrangement to continue.

FrFAFIAN: TEA FIES NS A
YT AFS AT
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Govt: of the Peoples Republic of Bangladesh
General Administration Department.

Mo. No. GA/
Dated........... 1971.

ORDER.

1. In pursuance of a cabinet decision to streamline the field administration, it
has been decided to set-up the following Administrative Zones with

Headquarters & jurisdiction noted against each.

1. SOUTH-EAST ZONE (I) : Sabrun 1) Chittagong
ii) Chittagong Hill
Tracts.
iii) Feni Sub-Dvn of
Noakhali District.
2. SOUTH-EAST ZONE (II) : Agartala 1) Dacca.
i1) Comilla.
) ) o 1i1) Noakhali
Dist. except Feni Sub-Division.
3. EAST ZONE : Darmanagar 1) HabiFan' &
i1) Moulovibazar Sub-
Dvns.of Sylhet District.
4. NORTH-EAST ZONE (1) : Dawki 1) Sadar &
_11) Sunamganj Sub-
Divns.of Sylhet District
5. NORTH-EAST ZONE (II) : Tura 1) Mymensingh
1) Tangail.
6. NORTH ZONE : Coochbehar 1) Rangpur.
7. WEST ZONE : Balurghat 1) Dinajpur.
i) Bogra.
1i1) Rajshahi
8. SOUTH-WEST ZONE : Krishnanagar 1) Pabna
i1) Kushtia.
111; Faridpur.
1v) Jessore.
9. SOUTH ZONE : Barasat 1) Barisal.
i1) Patuakhali.
ii1) Khulna.
Cont’d .....p/2
-:(2):-
NOTE : (}11) The above zonal divisions have been made keeping in view
that the people from the places noted against each zone have

largely

moved into the areas near about the zonal headquarters.

(2) It may also be kept in mind that people from a particular
district might have found their way nto zones other than
that in which that district is included. In such cases, they



will belonIg to the (})articular zone in which they have
temporarily settled themselves.
2. ZONAL ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL :
A Zonal Administrative Council will be established in each zone.
CONSTITUTION OF THE ZONAL ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL

(a) Al M. N. As. & M. P. As. of the zone will be the members of the
zonal administrative Council.

1. Ordinarily an M. N. A. or M. P. A. will belong to the zone in
which his district is included with a view to facilitating contact
with maximum numbers of people belonging to his
constituency and greater participation in the Liberation
Struggle within his constituency.

ii.  Itis, however, left to the convenience and discretion of the
M.N.A. or M.P.A. to belong to a zone other than in which his
constituency is included, in case he feels that by doing so the
ob ﬁ;ctlvg as enunciated in the foregoing para can be better
achieved.

iii.  No M. N. A, or M.P.A. shall be a member of more than one
zonal council.

(b) Each Zonal Council will be headed by a Chairman, selected by the
members of the Zonal Administrative Council from amongst themselves.

Cont’d........ P/3.
-:(3):-
éc) The Zonal Administrative officer will be the Member secretary of the

ouncil.

(((1? There shall be a zonal Secretariat to discharge the functions of the
Administrative Council.

3. FUNCTIONS OF THE ZONAL ADMINISTATIVE COUNCIL:

(a) The Zonal Council shall ensure the implementation of the policy enunciated
by the Cabinet and will exercise advisory & political control over the
administration.

(b) Zonal Council will maintain constant contact with our people and make
them feel the presence of Bangladesh Govt.

(¢) Zonal Administrative Councils will undertake relief work for the evacuees
from Ban%ladesh in co-operation with local administration and other local
agencies. They will also co-ordinate, organize and supervise the relief
operations undertaken by the Bangladesh Government.

(d) Zonal Council will keep watch on the relief camps and screen out
undesirable elements/infiltrators.



(e) Ehe Council will provide logistic and administrative support to the Youth
amps.

(f) The Council will keep close liaison with the sector commander and ensure
close co-operation.

(g) The Zonal Council will also take steps to set up administrative machinery in
the liberated areas within the zone.

(h) The Council shall meet at least once month. The Member-Secretary will
draw up the agenda of the meeting in consultation with the chairman, At
least a 5-day notice shall be issued by Member-Secretary for convening the
meeting of the council. Member may send proposals to be included in the
m%e;tmg earlier to raise important issues in the meeting under miscellaneous
subject.

Cont’d......P/4.

-:(4):-

SUB-COMITTEES OF THE ZONAL ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL

(a) The Zonal Council will ordinarily constitute the following Sub-Committees to
facilitate the discharge of its functions:

Finance Sub-Committee.
Relief Sub-Committee.
Health Sub-Committee.
Publicity Sub-Committee.
Education Sub-Committee.

000 o

The Council may, however, if deemed necessary, constitute any other Sub-
Committee subject to the approval of the establishment branch of the cabinet.

(b) Each Sub-Committee shall consist of not less than 3 and not more than 7
members of the zonal Administrative Council.

(c) The Members of the Sub-Committee will select a chairman from amongst
themselves.

(d) The Zonal officer representing the various departments will be the Member
Secretary of the corresponding Sub-Committee.

ZONAL ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER

(a) Af%ministrative set-up in each zone will be beaded by a Zonal Administrative
officer.

(b) The Zonal Administrative Officer will be appointed by the Government.

(c) The Zonal Administrative Officer, who will be the ex-officio member-
Secretary of the Zonal Administrative Council, shall record the minutes of the
meetings of the council.

(d) The Zonal Administrative Officer will co-ordinate the work of all the zonal
officers who shall be accountable to him.

Cont’d .....P/5.



-:(5):-
(e) The Zonal Administrative Officers will keep close liaison with their local
counterparts & extend all necessary co-operation and assistance to them.

(f) He will be responsible for executing the policies adopted in the zonal
Administrative council.

6. ZONAL OFFICERS:
(a) Each Zone shall have:

One Zonal Health Officer.

One Zonal Education Officer.
One Zonal Relief Officer.

One Zonal Engineer

One Zonal Police Officer.

One Zonal Information Officer.
One Zonal Accounts Officer.

~N NN LN~

(b) Zonal Officers will be appointed by the respective Departments of the Govt.
and will be deputed to work 1n the Zones.

7. FINANCE:

(a) Financial matters in each zone will be managed by the Zonal Finance Sub-
Committee.

(b) The Finance Sub-Committee shall consist of 5 members. The Chairman of the
Zonal Administrative Council and the Zonal Administrative officer shall be
ex-officio member of the Finance Sub-committee and the rest three members
will be selected by the council form among its members.

(c) Fund shall be operated through a bank account. Joint account will be opened
in the name of all the members of the Finance Sub-committee and the same
will be operated in the following manner:

Cheques will be issued by the zonal Administrative Officer and will be
countersigned by the Chairman of the zonal Administered Council or in his
absence by any one of the other members of the Finance Committee.

-:(6):-

(d) Necessary funds will be released by the Govt. on monthly basis specifying
allocation under each head of expenditure. Expenditure cannot be exceeded in
any head without prior sanction of the Government.

(e) The Zonal Accounts officer will maintain proper accounts in accordance with
the General Financial Rules of the Government.

(f) The Accounts shall be audited at least once a month by the auditor aﬁpointed
by the Finance Department. A Fortnightly statement of accounts shall be sent
to the Finance Department to be placed before the Cabinet.

Sd/ -Tzﬂuddin Ahmed,
rime Minister.



Memo. No. GA/810 (345)

Dated : 27/ 2/ 1971

Distribution :

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
1
1

|

M.N.A. & M.P.A. E‘lAl\/I) .........................

Head of Banilades ission, Calcutta.

Secretaries (All) : ................

Inspector General of Police.

Relief Commissioner.

Director General, Health Service.

Officer on Specml Duty, Law and Parliamentary Affairs
Chief Engineer

Zonal Administrative officers (All) : ......ccovveeeviveennennne
Private Secretaries (All) ©........oocevveniivinieniniinieeeee,
A.DC. to Commander-in-chief.

(K. AHMED)
DY. Secretar%
General Administration Department.
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"accorded and moreover it has come to our knowledge that no such
assurance or even indication therefore was given by India Govt.

We all are aware that taking NAP (2 groups) Communist party and
Congress along with Awami League a joint front in fact has been formed
naming a consultative committee for the liberation struggle against the
avowed policy of our leader Sk. Mujibar Rahman. On such vital matter
even no opinion was taken form Awami League and the repercussion of
the same in and outside the country is easily discernible. Reports were
made to be published in Newspapers to justify that 23 countries would
accord recognition. No recognition has yet come from any quarter. It is
also heard that a planning cell in the context of the present liberation
struggle has been formed by the Prime Minister consisting of some
persons. None of them is Awami Leaguer nor do they believe in the
ideology of Awami League.

In the light of all these happenings the members adopted unanimous
resolutions which are given in annexure "B". In the said adjourned
meeting the Sub-committee was once again requested to make another
attempt to meet the Prime Minister and know the steps he was going to
take in the light of the memorandum of resolution already submitted to
him. The members also unanimously authorised the sub-Committee to
circulate the proceedings of both the meetings among all elected
representative for their due consideration.

Views were expressed by some of the members that they have
positive information that India Govt. has been made to either entertain
doubt on the oneness (?) aims and objects of present Awami League's
leadership in the struggle.

The sub-committee on 13™ Sept., 1971 met the Prime Minister who
assured to discuss the matter with the cabinet and then take up steps, if
any, to be taken. We genuinely apprehend that the issue may be put to
cold storage on so many pretexts.

As per the resolution of the meetings on 5/9/71 and 12/9/71 of our
Zone we are sending these for your due consideration and valuable
decision at your earliest convenience considering the gravity of the
situation.



Thanking you,

Yours faithfully,
Sd. Nazrul Islam
50/50/9d

Annexure "B"

The adjourned meeting of the elected representatives of the zone Khulna,
Barisal, Patuakhali and part of Faridpur district held on 12" Sept., 1971
unanimously adopted the following resolution. Mr. Enayet Hossain
Khan MNA being in the chair.

1.

The meetings noted with deep regret the evasive attitude of the
Prime Minister for allowing deputationists an interview.

In consideration of so many serious allegations against Prime
Minister, the House is of opinion that he as the Prime Minister
and as Secretary of Awami League has failed to discharge his
duties faithfully and as such immediate steps be taken to
prevail on the Awami League High Command and to make him
resign from his position of both Awami League and Cabinet
membership.

Resolved that another sub-committee be formed to make
arrangement for circulation of the memorandum and
resolutions among all the elected representatives of different
zones for ventilation of their opinion, asking their active and
sincere co-operation in this behalf.

Resolved that the said subcommittee authorised to make

liaison with the members of other zones and to collect the
resolutions they adopted on 5/9/71 in connection with the
formation (of) the alleged zonal council.

The meeting also reiterates its previous stand for joint session
of the M.N.As and M.P.As as embodied in resolution Nor (w)
of annexure "A".
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PROGRESS REPORT ON YOUTH CAMP PROJECT.

1st Aug, 1971

1) OFFICE ACCOMMODATION AND TRANSPORT:

At the moment the Board of control, YC is utilizing the Dining room
between the hours 9-30 to 1 P.M. for meetings. The Director,
Headquarters, YC has a table temporarily placed in the room of
Secretary, Finance. These arrangements being of purely tentative nature,
immediate arrangements must be made for accommodation of the
Board’s meetings and the Director, Headquarters’ office.

Further, at least 2 (two) transports are urgently needed
a) One for the Chairman and the Board Members and
b) One for the Director, Headquarters, YC in order to enable them to go out
to the YC for visit and assessment of actual position on-the-spot as well
as for day to day routine work.

2) RESIDENTIAL ACCOMMODATION:

The Director, Headquarters needs to be provided with a residence in
the same place as his office, for facility of work and for security reasons.
The requirement at (1) above, therefore, stands as a need for Office-cum-

residence accommodation.

3) FUNDS: The YC project as approved by the Government is to be
financed by our friendly government. It was found, at later stage, however,
that expenses for the administration, (Viz; Pay of Directors and other
officers, Type-writers etc. as per details submitted to Finance Deptt) were
not included in the original scheme. A sum of Rs. 1,00,000/- (Rupees one
lac) only was, therefore, requested from the Finance Department who have
kindly allotted Rs. 35,000/- (Rupees thirty-five thousand) only on and adhoc
basis.

From a discussion with Mr. Bhagat yesterday, it appears, however,
that there is a scope for asking for the administrative expenses from friendly
government. This request will be made with concurrence of the Hon' ble
Minister.

4) CO - ORDINATION AND IMPLEMENTATION




Although the YC scheme was approved about 8§ weeks ago and
necessary funds released by the Cabinet of the friendly government, there
was a delay in the implementation of the scheme.

Out of a total of 24 proposed YC, fourteen camps are in the process of
being set-up; the program is extremely slow.

To expedite the scheme our Director, Headquarters, YC is personally
contacting the Indian counterpart-Col. Luthra, Brigadier Masters and his
sub-ordinates. Mr. Alam, Secretary, Board of Control, YC is also meeting
the Indian Executives at Secretary Level. The chairman is in direct touch
with the persons like Mr. Bhagat and Mr. Banerjee. The Hon’ble Home
Minister has also kindly contacted persons at Ministrial level.

Along these contacts as different levels, it is felt that strong liason
should work at New Delhi for further expedition of the entire project.

5) APPOINTMENTS:

In addition to the appointment of Wing Commander Mr. S. R. Mirza as
Director, Headquarters, 2 other Directors were appointed on 28/7/71 for the
Western Sectors, Zone-1 & Zone-2. They are Mr. Karimuddin Ahmed,
Vice-Principal, Jhenaidah Cadet College and Mr. Bakitullah, Principal,
Rajshahi Cadet College.

6) RECEPTION CAMPS:

Already there are 67 reception camps in the Eastern, Northern and
Western Sectors, but this number will go on increasing as the influx of
young men increases with the military combing inside. Bangladesh.

The Ration of the transit camps are being received from the Relief
Deptt., but incidential expenses are not by Bangladesh government.
Financing of the Reception camps has been a problem all along and the
problem is going to be acute with the increase of reception camps in near
future.

7) FUNDS FOR RECEPTION CAMPS:

It is estimated that there will be about 70 R.C by the end of August/71.
There will be about 500 boys in each. Total 500X70=35,000 boys.



Incidental expenses .50 paisa/boy/ day =35,000x30x.50 paisa = 5,25,000/-
per month for 70 R.C.

So long expenses for RC were not out of the general CRRC Fund. it is
now requested that a special allotment of Rs. 5, 00, 000/- be made for R.C.
for the proper control and management of the said camps.

(M. YUSUF ALI),
Chairman
Board of Control, Youth Camp.
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Activities of the Govt.

So far the Government of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh have
been organised into the following Ministries/Departments:

Ministry of Defence.

Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

Ministry of Finance, Trade & Commerce.
Cabinet Secretariat.

General Administration Department.
Ministry of Health and Welfare.
Ministry of Information & Broadcasting.
Ministry of Home.

0. Relief & Rehabilitation Department

10.  Parliamentary Affairs Division

11. Agriculture Department

12.  Engineering Department

A

In addition, several autonomous bodies have also been organised outside
the direct Government set-up. These are:

1. Planning commission;
1i. Board of Trade & Commerce;
1ii. Board of Control, Youth & Reception Camps:
iv. Relief & Rehabilitation Committee
and,
v. Evacuee welfare Board.

1. Ministry of Defence:

(1)  Report on Ministry of Defence is being submitted
separately. Three more functions of the Administration of
Defence may also be noted.

(i)  Psychological war-fare Cell-- This is working in close co-
operation with the Ministry of Information & Broadcasting.
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(iv)  Medical cover and welfare for the Niomito Bahini and
Ganabahini --- this is being done in close co-operation with
the Ministry of Health.

(v) Institution of Gallantry Award for the Forces-----

2. Ministry of Foreign Affairs:

a. [Establishment of Missions abroad -- at Calcutta, Delhi, London,
Washington, New York and Stockholm.

b. Diplomatic Drive abroad:
(1)  Delegation to the United Nations;
(1)  Delegation to Afghanistan, Syria and Lebanon:
(111)  Delegation to Nepal ; and,

(iv)  Delegation to Ceylon, Burmah and other South-East Asian
countries.

Good results achieved in some of the above mentioned countries.

c. Intensive lobbying by Bangladesh nationals and sympathisers in
the UK., USA., France, Sweden, Japan and a few other countries.
Very favourable press coverage have been received in these
countries. Funds have been collected a broad.

d. Defection of Pakistani Diplomats--Ambassadors to Iraq,
Phillipines and Argentina and switched allegiance. High-ranking
Diplomats in London, Washington, New Y ork, Kathmandu and
Honkong have declared their allegiance to the Government (apart
from Calcutta and Delhi).

-3-

e. Civil Service Officials under training a broad (seven in the USA
and two in the UK. have also offered their services.

f. External publicity has also been organised.



3. Ministry of Finance Trade & Commerce:

The Secretary, Finance, is submitting his report separately. This
ministry has taken over and collected monetary resources brought over
from Bangladesh. It has also prepared budgets and has been, by and
large, responsible for making payments to the various agencies and
persons under different accounts. It has also introduced some sort of
financial discipline. It has of late started collecting revenues on account
of payments made to Bangladesh Government employees and agencies.

According to a cabinet decision the Government have instituted an
Enquiry Commission to look into the ...........

Trade and Commerce:

A Board of Trade & Commerce has been organised as an
autonomous body. This Board has already explored various possibilities
of exporting Bangladesh commodities abroad not only as a source of
income, but also as a measure of economic viability of Bangladesh.

The Ministry of Finance, Trade & Commerce and the Board of
Trade & Commerce have jointly held negotiation with the Government
of India and the State Trading Corporation of India to work out the
possible details of a Trade Agreement with India. They have also
discussed the various facts of arranging transit facilities for the export
and import of Bangladesh through India till such time the ports of
Chittagong and Chalna could be used. Considerable progress has been
made in this negotiations.

At the moment there is no secretary for Trade and Commerce
Department, The Finance Secretary is looking after it.

4. Cabinet Secretariat:

The Cabinet Secretariat bas been organised with the Cabinet
Secretary and a very skeleton staff under him. The Cabinet Secretariat is
responsible for placing important matters before the Cabinet, for
recording cabinet decisions and circulating them, for following up the
various decisions taken and also for any other matter that is connected
with the cabinet but does not fall strictly within the purview of any
particular Ministry/Department. The President’s Secretariat is also
looked after by the Cabinet Secretary.



5. General Administration:

A full-fledged Secretary for General Administration Department
has been appointed from the beginning. He works directly under the
Prime Minister.

This Department is responsible for all Establishment matters of the
Government, such as, recruitment, appointment, posting, transfer,
discipline etc. The Department is also responsible for the execution of
the Government policy in matters of public appointments. According to
the Cabinet decision all class I and class II appointments under this
Government are made by the Establishment Minister himself (that is the
Prime Minister) manning of all class I and Class II pasts under the Zonal
Administrative Councils also come within the overview of this
department. Maintenance of lists of officials and staff who have pledged
their allegiance to the Government of the People’s Republic of
Bangladesh, selection of personnel out of these lists, preparation of
panels for recruitment etc. are done by the General Administration
Department.

Zonal Administrative Councils:

The Establishment part of the Zonal Administrative Councils, that
is the offices of the Zonal Administrative Officers and other departments
come under the General Administration Department. Filling up of Class
I and class II posts at Zonal Levels, budgetory sanctions for the offices
etc. are also done by the General Administration Department.

Under the original Scheme five zones were crested the Scheme has
recently been modified and six more new zones have been created.
Elections have been held and the chairmen selected in the following
zones so far:

1. South-East Zone I ...Prof. N. L.
Chowdhury MNA.

2. South-East Zone II ...Mr. Zahur Ahmed
Choudhury, MPA.

3. East Zone ...Col. M.A. Rabb,

MNA.



4. North-East Zone 1 ...Dewan Farid Gazi,

MNA

5. North-East Zone 11 ...Mr. Shamsur Rahman
Khan, MNA

6. North Zone ...Mr. Matiur Rahman
7. West Zone 1 ... Mr. Abdur Rahim,
MPA

8. South West Zone 11 ....Mr. Phani Mazumdar,
MPA.

The Zonal Councils have also elected their various sub-committees.
Almost all the Zonal Councils have adopted resolution high-lighting
certain common as well as peculiar problems. Decisions have been taken
in certain cases but on others no decision have been taken is certain
cases, but in other no decision has been taken because of broad policy
implications. Government decision/action will be communicated to all
Zonal Councils are complete.
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Budgetory provisions have been/are being made for the Zonal

Councils where election has been held. Action is under way to release
funds.

Necessary officers and staff for the Zonal Administrative Councils

and also for the officers of various Zonal level functioneries are being
recruited and posted.

6. Ministry of Health and Welfare

The Health Secretary is submitting his report separately.
Additional comments on the department are given below.

The Department was originally organised under one Director-
General of Health. Later on, the Director-General was given the rank of
Secretary to the Govt.

The Health side of the Department is being organised under two
different categories, viz. (i ) Medical cover for the Forces and ( ii ) Civil
Medical Care.



(i) The Medical Care on the Defence side provides for the following:

(a) Arrangement of Surgeon & Physicians;

(b) Transports for carrying injured/dead bodies;

(c) Medicines;

(d) Surgical equipments;

(e) Field Medical Units such as Advance Dressing Stations
(ADS) and Main Dressing Stations (MDS).

(f) Convalescence Homes: On the Welfare side for the fighting
Forces the Following are being taken care of:

-

(1)  Care for the dependents of the Shaheeds:
(ii)  Pension / Subsistance for the completely disabled: and

(iii)  Provision of work for the partially disabled.

Necessary provision has also been made for the above

purposes (rupees ten lacs).

On the civil side, necessary arrangements are being made to
provide medical cover to Bangladesh citizens. An amount of Rs.
9,50,000.00 has been earmarked for the purpose.

The Health Secretary has also made arrangements for absorbtion of
Bangladesh Doctors in various Jobs. These Doctors have been engaged
by the Government of India to look after the evacuee camps.

The Health Department is also responsible for Collection of
medicines and other equipments as donations from various friendly
agencies and dispatching them to the sectors on the basis of requisitions
received.

The Health Department has also been entrusted with the duty of

procuring equipments, ambulance etc. for the sectors in case of their
non-availability from friendly sources.

7. Ministry of Information & Broadcasting:

The Bangladesh Radio is one of the earliest organisations under the
Government. Initially, the radio was installed under the direct



supervision of Mr. Abdul Mannan. The Staff for programming and
broadcasting were selected from amongst the former Radio Pakistan who
came over to us. Gradually, more and more artists and

and technicians have joined us resulting in improvement of the radio’s
out-put. By now almost 100 persons have been recruited for Bangladesh
radio. Because of the presence of a large number of heterogeneous
elements, it has been extremely difficult to regularise the services of all
the Bangladesh radio personnel according to a definite standard. Since
radio is our most important information media and comes only second to
our war-effort. In order of priority Government have always sanctioned
necessary financial backing for it.

The other agencies organised under the Information and
Broadcasting Ministry are:

(a) Director of Films;
(b) Director of Publication: and,
(c) Director of Arts and Designs.

As discussed above the psychological war-fare Cell of the Ministry
of Defence works in close collaboration with Ministry of Information
and Broadcasting.

The External publicity of the Government is at present located
within the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. This wing has brought out a large
number of publications in the form of book-lets, pamphlets, brochures
etc. These have played a very significant role in our foreign publicity.
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A few eminent Bangladesh intellectuals have also published books
and book-lets covering a wide range of subjects projecting the
Bangladesh cause and our struggle for freedom.

Recently a series of meetings were held with the Heads of
Information agencies under the friendly Government in order to further
strengthen out publicity effort on all fronts. All necessary assistance has
been promised and is
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is forthcoming.

This Ministry has suffered from the beginning in the absence of an
experienced person with necessary experts who could be appointed as
Secretary. After waiting for a long time Government have very recently
appointed Mr. Anwarul Haque Khan on a purely temporary base to look
after this department. He will work in close co-operation with Mr. A.
Mannan, MNA.

8. Ministry of Home.

This has now been organized under a full-fledged Secretary. Until
recently the Inspector-General of Police was doing the main work to this
department. Collection of information and its dissemination to various
agencies involved is an important function of the Home Ministry.

The Minster-in-charge of home is also responsible for the zonal
Administrative Councils. His Ministry performs the following functions.
Among others:

(a) Administrative set-up in the liberated areas;
(b) Issue of Travel documents; and

(©) Enquiries.

9. Relief & Rehabilitation Department:

This is organised under a Relief Commissioner who works directly
under the Minister for Home and Relief. This department runs an office
at Princep Street. It scrutinises various applications received for relief
and helps Bangladesh citizens in special cases. They are also organising
Zonal Relief or offices within the framework of the Zonal
Administrative Councils.

This Ministry has organised relief to Bangladesh Teachers. A scheme for
Camp-Schools utilising the services
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services of the Bangladesh teachers for the benefit of evacuee camps
children has also been drawn up and partly implemented with the help of
the Bangladesh Teachers' Association, of which Mr. Kamaruzzaman,
MNA. is the Executive President.

10. Parliamentary Affairs Division:




This is looked after by the Minister for Foreign Affairs himself. At
the moment it is responsible for taking care of the problems of the
elected representatives of Bangladesh.

11. Agriculture Department:

This is yet to be organised. Only a Secretary has been appointed
who is now preparing a blue-print for agricultural development in free
Bangladesh.

12. Engineering Department:

A Chief Engineer has been appointed. Under him Zonal Engineers
are also being posted to gater to the needs of the Sector Commanders.
They will also be responsible for taking care of the engineering problems
in the liberated areas.

(i) Planning Commission:

Government has recently organised the former Planning Cell into a
full-fledged Planning Commission. Dr. Muzaffar Ahmed Choudhury has
been appointed as the Chairman of the Commission with the following
as Members:

(a) Dr. Sarwar Musrshed;
(b) Dr. Musharraf Hossain;
(©) Dr. S. R. Bose; and

(d) Dr. Anisuzzaman

The Commission is now recruiting its own staff from amongst the
Bangladesh intellectuals and technicians who have reported to the
Government.

The Commissions have been entrusted with the following functions:

(a) To prepare a long-term development Plan for free
Bangladesh on the basis of the Awami League manifesto
and the objectives set down by the Government of the
People’s Republic of Bangladesh and the Awami League
High Command;

(b) To prepare a mid-term Plan for reconstruction of the
country and its economy. This plan will have to be fitted
into the long-term plan; and,



(©) To prepare a short-term reconstruction Plan, which
will be necessary in the immediate future.

As the problem of reconstruction will be a gigantic one and the
Government will be left with no time to tackle these problems, we must
be ready with all our plans and programmes right now. Planning,
therefore, has assumed a real sense of urgency.

For the immediate reconstruction of the country the following problems
will have to be taken care of:

(a) Problem of rehabilitation of refugees;

(b) Problem of accommodation for the displaced
persons;

()  Food supply;

¥
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(e) Restoration of communication;
® Restoration of normal facilities, such as, health,
electricity, water, hospitals etc.
(2) Commissioning of damaged Ports, Factories,
Industrial institutions etc;
(h) Restoration of law and order;
(1) Restoration of educational facilities;
) De-mobilisation of the Armed Forces as far as
possible and arranging education for the Youth now under
arms;

(k) Commencing Bank and Insurance and other
financial Institutions according to the avowed policy of the
Government for

nationalising them;
Q) Restoration of Trade and commerce; and,
(m)  Future trading of the country and so on and so forth.

The Planning Commission is also tendering expert advises on relevant
subjects to the Government from time to time.

Co-operation with friendly institutions in matters of Planning:

A series of discussions were held earlier with Mr. D.P. Dhar
Recently Dr S. Chakravarty of the Indian planning Commission also
came here and held detailed discussions with the Acting President, Prime
Minister and the Planning Commission. Various fields of co-operation



and mutual assistance in the matter of planning were discussed. Services
and facilities have been offered also.
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(ii ) Board of Trade & Commerce:

This has already been covered under the Ministry of: Commerce.

(iii ) Board of Control, Youth & Reception Camp:

This Board is headed by Prof. Yousuf Ali, MNA. According to the
re-organised structure the Youth Camp Directorate come under the
Ministry of Finance. The prime Minister has delegated the function of
looking after the Youth Camps to the Home Minister, who discharges
this responsibility with the help and

Reception Camps:

There are now as many as 24 Youth Camps and 112 Reception camps,
and (list enclosed). The requirements of the Youth and Reception Camps
are now being taken care of by the Board on the basis of the budget
approved. Training facilities for the Youth Camp Units have also been
organised on a large scale. Regular induction of boys from the Youth
Camps into the Guerrilla forces is also being made Essential items for
the Youth such as, beddings, woolen garments, blankets etc, are now
being taken care of both by the friendly agencies as well as by our own
institutional arrangements.

(1iv ) Relief & Rehabilitation Committee:

This is headed by the Home Minister and is responsible of looking after
the Bangladesh evacuees.

( v) Evacuee Welfare Board:

This is yet to be organised. Only a Chairman has been appointed.

The following three associations have also been organised by
Bangladesh citizens outside the Government periphery:
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(a) Bangladesh Red Cross Society.
(Dr. Ashabul Haque, MPA)

(b) Bangladesh Teachers' Association,
(Mr. Kamaruzzaman, MNA).

(c) Bangladesh Volunteer Service Corpse
(Mr. Aminul Islam, MNA).

(H. I. Imam)
Cabinet Secretary

Republic of Bangladesh.

Govt. of the People’s
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